
The Secure Love of Godéan Antidote to Perfectionism 

I am an admitted perfectionist.  This 

means that one of the default settings 

in my brain is that ñmy value comes 

from my performance.ò If I get some-

thing wrong or let someone down, my 

fear response goes into hyperdrive. 

My inner critic leaps to its feet and 

shouts some-

thing like, ñYou 

are such a     

failure! You are 

unreliable and a 

burden to    

people around 

you! If you donôt 

get this right, 

they will leave.ò   

I knowéso 

harsh, right? 

Yet this         

obnoxious voice 

went unchal-

lenged for so 

long in my life.  

Why did I allow 

such harm?  I allowed it because I had 

a false belief that my value primarily 

came from my performance as person, 

Christian, friend, husband, father, or 

pastor. I thought that if I could perform 

at a high enough level, people around 

me would see my worth and love me.  

However, it would only take one     
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mistake to send me straight to the pit of 

shame and discouragement. 

How have I learned to challenge this 

harsh inner critic? I have learned to 

practice this important truth: While my 

performance does affect how I am     

valued by others, my greater worth 

comes from being 

Godôs beloved son.  

Through my faith in 

Jesus, I am a child 

of God, deeply loved 

by him.  He takes 

great delight in me.  

He will never leave 

me or forsake me.  

Our relationship is 

secure.  I am        

acceptedé

permanently. 

In the security of 

having a loving and 

compassionate 

Heavenly Father, I 

am no longer subject 

to fear. His perfect love casts out fear.  

I have received the Holy Spirit, God 

himself taking up permanent residence 

in me, as a guarantee that what he has 

begun in me, he will be faithful to carry 

it to completion. 

Through this relationship, I am being 



Saturday, February 28 from 10am to 12pm  The Missions Board will host an        

ñAll Church Brunchò in Barrett Hall. Look for the sign up sheet in the lobby. 

Sunday, March 1 after church the Missions Board will host an ñAll Church Lunchò 

please plan to stay to find out more about our mission fields. 

transformed every day into the person that 

God has intended. Christ himself is being 

formed in me so that I can love others, show 

kindness and give generously to people 

around me. Even when I fail, God has         

assured me that if I come to him and confess 

my sin, he will forgive me and cleanse me 

from all  unrighteousness (1Jn 1:9). 

Being rooted and established in this love, I 

can now adequately challenge the harsh 

words of my inner critic which preys upon my 

fears. I can speak comfort and kindness to 

myself in difficult moments after falling short 

in some way. 

Can you relate to this in some way? If you 

struggle with a harsh inner critic, I offer you 

      Continued from previous page  
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one of my favorite scriptures that I wear like 

armor under such attack. Read it, quote it, 

memorize it and wield it like a sword! 

Psalm 103:8ï14 (NIV) ð 8 The L  is    
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. 9 He will not always        
accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or  
repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as 
high as the heavens are above the earth, so 
great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a 
father has compassion on his children, so the 
L  has compassion on those who fear him; 
14 for he knows how we are formed, he      
remembers that we are dust.  



At some point, faith moves beyond what is 

familiar and begins to feel risky. Not reckless, 

but vulnerable. Itôs the moment when God 

nudges us to step out, speak up, create 

something, share something, or say some-

thing that might not be received the way we 

hoped. It can be frightening and out of our 

comfort zone. 

We wonder if our voice matters. We worry 

about how others might respond. We      

question whether now is really the right time. 

And yet, deep down, there is an urgency, a 

quiet conviction, that the world needs Jesus, 

and that silence is no longer an option. So, in 

faith, we move to action. 

The Great Commission was never meant to 

be carried out only by the boldest voices or 

the most confident personalities. In Scripture, 

it was entrusted to just ordinary believers who 

were simply willing to take faithful steps. 

Walking by faith doesnôt mean walking with-

out fear; it means walking despite it. 

A few of us are stepping into new territory 

right now, sharing our faith in unfamiliar ways, 

using creative gifts, and exploring platforms 

and opportunities we never imagined we 

would. Not because we are trying to be seen, 

but because we are trying to be faithful.     

Because we know that somewhere, maybe 

across the street, maybe across the world, 

someone needs to hear truth, hope, and the 

name of Jesus. 

Iôm reminded of this even now as Iôve taken a 

small and very personal step to make some 

worship music available beyond my own 

walls. It feels vulnerable, but also obedient. 

Not because my voice matters, but because 

Godôs does. If it happens to encourage some-

one, it can be found by searching my name 

on YouTube, where Iôve shared a few 

playlists of sacred and worship music. I 

leave it to the Lord to help them find their 

way into the most needed of circumstances. 

Some may never obey when they hear the 

Lordôs prompt to share. They hold out to 

their sense of calling, and fear still holds 

them back. I heard it once said that 

ñCourage doesnôt always roar. Sometimes it 

whispers, óJust try.ô Sometimes it simply 

says, óTake one step in this direction.ô ò 

What matters is not how visible the step is, 

but how obedient it is and how God can use 

it. 

We are living in a time when one             

conversation can matter. One shared story. 

One word of encouragement. One act of 

generosity. One act of faith. One song of 

worship can have far-reaching                 

consequences. None of us know how close 

someone may be to needing hope more 

than ever, right at this moment. 

Drawing closer to the Lord and responding 

to His leading creates ripple effects far     

beyond what we can see. Believe it. It       

impacts families, circumstances, and       

ultimately, eternity.  

If God has planted something in your heart, 

an idea, a word, a prayer, a creative act, a 

step of faith, donôt dismiss it because it feels 

small or risky. Faithfulness has never been 

about guarantees. It has always been about 

who God is, what He can do with His power 

and love, and our willingness to trust Him. 

So, take courage. Speak faith. Speak Jesus. 

Step forward even if your voice shakes. God 

is not asking for your perfection, only your 

willingness to act. He can and will take care 

of the rest. 

Faith Out of the Box: Taking a Step When It Feels Risky 

~Pastor Jonathan Casas 



Childrenõs Ministry  

Classroom Update!  

Before 

After 

As some of you may know or have        

noticed, we are beginning to update our 

classroom murals!  

For many years they have been a        

beautiful reflection of God's word in a 

cute and whimsical way, but as our 

church and families change we would like 

to update our rooms. I am excited for this 

new step.  

If you have time this Sunday after service, 

stop by rooms 1 and 2 to see them in  

person!  



In the late 60ôs of the first century AD, God     

uses an unnamed person to write a letter to a 

group of believers in Jesus Christ who are               

predominately Jewish. Under Roman law at this 

time, Jews are still permitted freedom of       

worship, but Christians are not, and Neroôs              

persecution of them is brutal. Life for Jewish 

believers is getting tough. They are being 

pulled from both sides, loyalty to their Jewish 

upbringings and their new Christian beliefs. In 

addition to all this, word keeps coming from 

Palestine that the Roman legions under      

Vespasian are closing in on Jerusalem and 

their sacred temple. Their system of worship,           

established over 1400 years earlier, is seriously 

threatened. These Jewish believers are under 

great pressure to   renounce their faith in Christ 

and return to the ancient rituals of worship they 

learned as little children. Itôs been said that the 

first book the young children learn to read in 

Torah School is Leviticus. This letter is the book 

of Hebrews. Itôs message? Jesus Is Better! Itôs 

purpose is to encourage these Jewish believers 

to stand firm in their faith.  

 

Over and over, the writer takes the concepts 

and details they learned in Torah and uses 

them to show how Jesus fulfills every promise, 

every ritual, every law given by God to Moses 

and the prophets. Heôll say a single word or 

phrase and whole systems of worship will flood 

their memories. Heôll quote from Jeremiah,   

Moses, and the Psalms and the entire Levitical 

priesthood will flash through their minds. Heôll 

draw them back to Moses and the Tabernacle 

and their wanderings in the wilderness. He 

wants to show them, from the Torah, that Jesus 

is better - a better Mediator, a better Priest, that 

He gave a better Sacrifice, and established a 

better Covenant. To make all this extremely 

clear, he focuses on the very heartbeat  of    

Torah - how can utterly sinful man stand in the 

Presence of a Holy God? And, the answer to 

that is found in Leviticus! 

 

As I study Hebrews Iôm overwhelmed at how 

much of it takes us back to Leviticus. And, as I 

study Leviticus Iôm overwhelmed at how much it 

pictures the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The writer 

of Hebrews uses these ancient rituals of       

worship to show these Jewish Christians just 

how much Jesus is Better. This is my goal, too 

- to use the book of Leviticus to show us the 

depth of the riches found in the book of         

Hebrews, because Jesus really is Better! 

 

Leviticus, a Shadow of Hebrews 
a Bible study lead by Debbie King 

an 8-10 week class beginning Feb 10, 2026 

9:30-11:30, Barrett Hall 
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Disappointment with life?                      
Circumstances? You? God? Heaven    
forbid!  Not really, or maybe.   
 
So where are you right now with           
disappointments? As Pastor Mark has 
been quite transparent, we should also 
be open to sharing our disappointments 
with our brothers and sisters. 
 
Soooo, Iôll put my money where my 
mouth is. Jan and I had a product at 
Home and Garden shows many years 
ago and we did quite well.  We had a    
setback when Jan was diagnosed with 
cancer. Our focus was on her and     
pushing our product came to a       
screeching halt. Now, many years later, 
we are trying to revise the sale of our 
product.  What a bummer it has been. 
Disappointment would be a mild           
response to our current attempts to      
revise sales. 
 
As we all face disappointments of one 
form or another, we ask ñWhere is God?ò 
He knows our good intentions, where did 
we go wrong? Why me?   
 
When we feel God has dropped the ball 
on us, we must turn on those warning 
lights and come back to reality knowing 
that He has the big picture and (as hard 
as it seems) He has our best interests in 
mind. 
 
ñHe has control of every molecule that 
floats around in the universe, and Godôs 
will encompass every act and decision 
made by every person throughout the 
world at all times.ò  Isnôt that               
comforting? Well, we smile and know 
thatôs the truth, but when it comes to our 

Ϥ5ǳƪŜ CƻǎǘŜǊ 
DISSAPOINTMENT 

disappointment, we say DANG! 
 
And of course, one thing we do know for 
sure: if we belong to Him, whatever He 
does will be to our benefit, whether or 
not we understand it (Romans 8:28). 
 
Now we might respond: Yeah! Yeah! I 
know all that. Isnôt that head knowledge? 
Itôs a whole lot more! I feel that the key 
to avoiding disappointment is to be on 
our knees and align our will with His. Go 
ahead and ask Him ñWhat have you got 
in mindò?   
 
And then there was Paul. He had learned 
to be content with whatever God sent his 
way. He trusted God and submitted to 
His will, knowing that a holy, righteous, 
perfect, loving, and merciful God would 
work all things together for his good   
because that is what He promised. When 
we see God in that light, we cannot    
possibly be disappointed with Him.     
Rather, we submit willingly to our      
heavenly Father, knowing that His will is 
perfect and that everything He brings to 
pass in our lives will be for our good and 
His glory. Now, is that comforting or 
not? 
 
Sooooo, if youôre experiencing            
disappointment right now, sit back in 
that chair, clasp your hands behind your 
head and share those feelings with Him. 
Be totally open and donôt hold back. He 
knows exactly where youôre coming 
from. Hang tight and hold on! Thereôs no 
other way! 
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Life on an Indian Reservations is entirely 

different! From the average 61%         

unemployment rate to having only 13 

grocery stores over the 27,000 square 

miles of landscape that make up the 

Navajo Nation with roughly 1/3 of all   

residences without power or running  

water, many, if not most, consider this 

uninhabitable! The Dine (Navajo) live 

primarily in family / clan communities. 

Throughout the region are clusters of 

homes, typically mobiles, and a Hogan 

or multiples that are used for Traditional 

Religious Ceremonies and family     

dwellings. These are octagon in shape 

and resemble a log cabin in design with 

a single door facing East and no other 

openings. Should a person die in a   

building, it is abandoned or demolished 

unless the body is removed by way of 

tunneling under a wall and a ñcleansing 

ceremonyò is paid for and performed by 

a trusted Medicine-man.  

The Dine people are monotheistic like 

the majority of Indigenous People 

groups throughout the Americas that  

believe in an all-powerful Creator God. 

They have a unique Creation Story (that 

does include a ñfloodò narrative). They 

have been taught to believe that they 

were brought up from a ñlower worldò (or 

plane of the earth) by two Spirit Beings 

(worshipped as gods / lower gods) that 

represent ñFather Skyò (the sun) and 

ñMother Earthò (the moon). With that 

reasoning they cannot view an eclipse 

since it is considered the sexual union 

of the two. In addition, the many ritual       

ceremonies are paganistic in origin 

and are used to control the population 

emotionally, socially and economically. 

To this affect, fear is the dominate tool 

used in every area of the tribe. 

Across Nations (AN) has been an    

active force for the Kingdom of God 

since prior to the turn of the 20
th
     

Century and certainly from its official 

start in 1906. During the ñhorse and 

buggyò days the mission focused on 

making disciples and planting      

churches. All visiting teams get to    

worship with these congregations are 

others that we partner with. Come    

prepared to learn to sing in Dine      

bizaad (dih-NEH bih-ZAAD) ñthe     

peoples languageò. 

Today they operate four radio stations 

on nine different frequencies that 

broadcast the Gospel message over 

the entire region and beyond. AN has 

programing in three native languages 

alongside English and Spanish and 
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never fails to broadcast the       

Resurrection Story at Passover in 

every one. A construction permit 

from the FCC was recently issued 

for the new station on the Hopi 

Reservation (KOPI) that is planned 

for this year. 

Hilltop Christian School is another 

ministry of AN with just under sixty 

students. This K-7
th
 grade school 

began as a means to service     

missionaryôs children and is now 

almost entirely made up of a     

Navajo student body. We have   

developed a proven track record 

through Bible based education that 

has seen 99% + of our students 

graduate the local high school and 

over 80% attend college. Thanks 

to the political climate of Arizona 

we are able to offer classes free of 

charge to all students from AZ and 

have created a Student Assistance 

Program for children of New     

Mexico to cover or offset the tuition 

cost. 

Since the Navajo have no word for 
ñforgivenessò the entire ministry 
has to be rooted in relationship! 
AN staff have ñearned the rightò to 
speak into the lives of those in 
community around them. Many 

have come to the knowledge of 
Christ and have made a profession 
of faith followed by baptism;      
however, an overwhelming number 
are ñprodigal sonsò as they        
succumb to the daily hardships 
and constant spiritual warfare the 
enemy sets in their path. Prayer is 
the key that everyone can turn on 
their behalf! 



Godôs provision and your faithful 

service made it possible to           

celebrate another record-breaking 

collection of shoebox gifts. In 2025, 

12,205,900 Gospel opportunities 

were lovingly packed and sent out 

across the world. Out of those, 

10,909,661 were collected right 

here in the U.S. Praise God!  This 

would not have been possible with-

out your commitment, Connect    

Volunteers. 

Because of your service, millions of 

children will have the opportunity to 

give their lives to Christ this year, 

through the knowledge of the     

Gospel presented with each shoe-

box gift. Ministry Partners are    

faithful to serve their communities 

by teaching the children to love and 

serve Jesus through The Greatest 

Journey. These 12 discipleship    

lessons will prayerfully continue to 

draw children closer to Christ as 

they reach those around them with 

the truth of Godôs Word. 

Each Area Team meeting, phone 

call, hour served at a Drop-off     

Location and every moment in      

between allow for growth on a     

national scale. We pray you can 

look back on 2025 and praise God for 

each milestone. Rest assured that 

God is using your faithful obedience 

to bring His Gospel to over 100   

countries. We are so grateful for your 

partnership in ministry. 

Please continue to pray with us, as 

God prepares each shoebox gift    

recipient to hear the Gospel. Pray for 

safe delivery of all shoebox gifts and 

for the hands that receive them. Pray 

for the National Leadership Teams 

who lead the ministry faithfully around 

the world. 

ñWe always give thanks to God for all 

of you, making continually mention of 

you in our prayers; constantly      

keeping in mind your work of faith 

and labor of love, and perseverance 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the presence of our God and Father, 

knowing, brothers and sisters,        

beloved by God, His choice of you; 

for our gospel did not come to you in 

word only, but also in power and in 

the Holy Spirit and with full             

conviction. You know how we lived 

among you for your sake.ò                 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-5, NASB 
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мпǘƘτaƛŎƘŀŜƭ ϧ Wŀƴƛǎǎŀ .ƻŜǎŎƘ 

мсǘƘτWŜǊŜƳȅ ϧ ²ŜƴŘȅ /ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪ 

Happy Anniversary 

 Happy Birthday 
лнκлмΥ /Ŝƭƛŀ tŜŎƪƛƴǇŀǳƎƘ 

лнκлоΥ WŀǊŜŘ {ŜŀƎƻ 

лнκлоΥ {ŀƳǳŜƭ [ŀ{ŀǾƛƻ 

лнκлуΥ {ŀǊŀ IŀƛƎƘǘ 

лнκлфΥ WǳƭƛŜ 5ƻǘȅ 

лнκлфΥ !ǊŎƘƛŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

лнκммΥ YŀŘŜƴ /ŀǾŀƭƭƛ 

лнκмнΥ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ YǳƴǘȊ 

лнκмпΥ YŀǊŜƴ YƛƴƎ 

лнκмс  aŀǧƘŜǿ IƻƻǇŜǊ 

лнκнлΥ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ tŜǊŀ 

лнκнмΥ wŀƴŘȅ Iŀƭƭ 

лнκннΥ .ǊŀƴŘƛŜ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 

лнκннΥ 5ŜōōƛŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ 

лнκноΥ 5ǳƪŜ CƻǎǘŜǊ 

лнκнпΥ ±ŀƭ [ŀƻƭŀƎƛ 

лнκнрΥ WŀƴŜǘ IǳƳǇƘǊŜȅ 

лнκнс  {ǘŜǾŜ [ƻǳǿŀŜǊǘ 

лнκнтΥ !ǎƘƭŜȅ /ǊŀƴŬƭƭ 

CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

άƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ DǊŀŎŜέ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ  

²9.{L¢9 όƎǊŀŎŜƻŦŀƳŀŘƻǊΦƻǊƎύΣ  

ǿŜŜƪƭȅ .¦[[9¢LbΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ !ǇǇ                     

ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜΦ  

February 2026 

Our Vision 

ñWe are seeking to become a   

community of generous lovers of 

God and others a wholehearted 

disciples of Jesusò 




