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LLove and War

You might think that the normal Christian life is a
love story. Itis. But...it also happens to be a
story set in the middle of a war. So...it's a war-
time love story.

The Love Story

The love story begins with God’s decision to set
his affections on us. Before the foundation of the
world, God has predestined us to be the
recipients of his grace through the finished work
of Jesus Christ. However, the forgiveness of sin
is just the beginning.

Through faith in Jesus, we are
adopted into our spiritual family in
which God is our father and we are
the objects of his delight. We now
enjoy rich communion with God
through Jesus. According to John
17:21, just as Jesus was in the
Father and the Father in him, they
are also in us. We now get to enjoy
union with one another as we all are
bound together in God’s generous love.

God loves us. We love him. We love one
another. The love story.

The Battle Ground

As much as a profound communion with God
and one another is the normal experience of a
Christian, so is the battle for our heart and mind.
It is a war that Jesus has won on our behalf, but
it lingers in our experience until Jesus returns to
rescue us and set up his eternal kingdom.

We live in a battle zone that is both internal and
external.

Our inner war engages our appetites and

desires that are contrary to God. These, coupled
with old wounds that have displaced our sense of
value and identity, war against our soul and make
life difficult to navigate according to the truth and
love that is ours in Christ.

Thankfully, our union with Christ breaks the
power of these sinful and broken parts of our
heart and God has given us his Spirit through
which we can now walk in obedience to God’s
will.

We can overcome fear and love others with
the love that God has given us.

In addition, there is an external war in
a world that is ever testing us through
temptation and chaos that disrupts our
life. Moreover, Satan prowls about
seeking to destroy us and visit our
experience with evil, lies and fear.

Love AND war. Both are a normal part
of our Christian experience. The
beauty is that God gives us the victory
in Christ. He provides the resources not just to
endure but to turn the ashes of defeat into hope
and renewal as we gain emotional and spiritual
maturity along the way. Satan loses. Jesus wins.
We are in Jesus.

Beginning Sunday, January 4, Pastor Mark
will be teaching a 7-part series entitled “Love
and War” during the 9am Equipping Hour.

In this class we will learn about and practice
both abiding in God’s love and fighting the
good fight of faith. We hope you will consider
jJoining us!

~Pastor Mark Johnson
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A Light for the New Year — Lessons from My Grandmother

Wl we a8 - i

My grandmother once said the most important
thing in life was simply this:
“Follow God. That’s it.”

She passed away at the age of 92 after living a
long, faithful life. Even in her final years, she
often wondered why she had been kept on this
earth for so long. | can still hear her say with a
gentle smile, “Okay Lord, I’'m ready,” as if, in
that moment, she expected Him to call her
home.

For the longest time, |
assumed she remained
because her work on earth
wasn’t finished, at least that’'s
the platitude we often share
in moments of loss. But the
older | get, the more I've
come to understand some-
thing deeper: God keeps us
here for His good pleasure.
His reasons are often
unseen, and they don’t always center around
us. Sometimes, He extends our lives for the
sake of someone else; for a moment of
encouragement, a word of truth, or a silent act
of love that ripples further than we’ll ever know.

| don't fully understand how it all works. But |
do believe there are countless reasons why
the Lord allows us to keep breathing, and |
pray that my life is one worth extending. | like
to believe He delights in using me for His
purpose, and it brings me joy to serve at His
good pleasure. That's my life, it's a reciprocal
thing.

Years ago, when Anandi and | were preparing
to start a family, we wrestled with a hard
question: Do we really want to bring
children into a world like this?

At the time, everything felt bleak. The world

I R

~Pastor Jonathan Casas

seemed darker, harsher, more unstable than
ever. It almost felt cruel to consider raising a
child in it. Thankfully, it was never a real choice
for us, but the thought existed and it lingered,
and here | am bringing it up today.

And it's true—every generation seems to feel
the weight of a darkening world. What once
looked like progress can, in hindsight, appear
more like decay. Those who came before us
often seem nobler, more
grounded, more resilient. My
grandmother, if she were alive
today, would see that contrast
more clearly than | ever could.
In fact, she admitted she had
watched the world change, and
not always for the better. She
agreed about the darkness
creeping in even when she
was a child.

That’s why it’s so important—
as we enter a new year—to take honest stock
of our lives.

Ask yourself:
e What’s right with your life?
e What’s wrong with it?

« What can you do to protect the light in
you—and in those around you?
Each of us carries the responsibility to guard

the beauty and goodness in our lives. Not just
for ourselves, but for the sake of a world that
desperately needs more light.

So as we step into 2026, let’'s commit to being
part of what makes this year brighter. Let’s be
intentional in our actions, courageous in our
choices, and faithful in the small things.

Let’s walk into the year the way my grand-
mother walked through life—following God,
above all else.

That’s it.
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International Evangelism Ministry

Since late July, the Asian country of
Myanmar’s military forces have raided &
occupied several Christian villages in the
Kayah state (by the Thailand border) &
Chin state (by India border) causing
Christians to flee. Additionally the
government’s military air force has
bombed Kayah & Chin villages. Dozens
have been killed & thousands have been
displaced from their homes. We have
long standing relationships with these
Kayah & Chin Chrisitan communities. We
have sent emergency relief to those
Christians that were able to flee to safer,
outlying areas. We continue to send relief
for basic food and supplies for them to
build basic hut shelters. Thank you for all
your prayers and support for our dear
persecuted brethren in the country of
Myanmar. Please pray for their safety
from government attacks, both by land
and air.

Becc;a Hooper Presidnt_

Continued on next page
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Here are a few more photos of a recent
outreach to some of our brethren in
Myanmar. It's winter there now and
they needed some winter clothing. We
were able to send funds to our partners
there and they have been buying the
clothes and getting them into the
refugees at several ‘secret places,”
hiding away from the war. Reminds me
of Anne Frank and the Jews that had
to hide from the Nazis in World War 2.
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MEN ONLY

~Duke Foster

Uh Oh! | just knew a few of you ladies Before | go any further, this is not a
were going to peek at this AND that’'s OK psych. session. We want to go and
because | hope you might encourage your grow in our relationship with our
husband to join us. Heavenly Father and discuss
numerous issues that might be
Beginning this month for 2026 at Duke’s impeding our wglk with H?m and
place, we're going to be studying and explore what will help us improve our
discussing: Christian walk.
* Boldness/Meekness | must add ~~our Thursday morning
group meets from 7am till 8am at
. Duke’s place in Pine Grove (some
Intense Fear/No Fear
guys have to go to work).
s e RSN Our study will be on Elijah and how
his life can help impact ours.
* Doubting God
§ _ _ Once we meet him and get to know
Disruptive Anger him, we’ll never forget him.
: Depression Our focus will be on personal
application and converting our
We will also be discussing how to avoid tripping hazards to stepping stones.

rationalization and double mindedness.

Hope you can make it. Coffee will be
How about men's hiding places? Oh Boy! on.



Attention outdoor enthusiasts!
Grace has an Outdoor
Adventures group to help you
connect with others for fun,
fellowship, fresh air and
exercise. Our beautiful area
has lots of opportunities for
hiking, biking, paddling,
fishing, mountain climbing,
snowshoeing, etc.

Join us!

From the Church Center app
home page click More >
Groups > Unique Groups >
Outdoor Adventures

> Request to join, then add a
little info about your interests
and submit.

| will be posting occasional
outings you can attend, or
you can post your own

activities for others to join.

Any questions contact Todd
Kuntz.




: X‘ : ? Secret Sister 2025 Reveal

WOMEN'S MINISTRY

[t was a fun year with our
Secret Sisters!

If you’d like to participate
in hext year’s Secret Sister
please sign up in the lobby.

Happy New Year!
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Haoppy New Yean te ewr Chuvvch foumily!
With grateful heotts, the Wemen’s Ministiuy Beand wishes
you a yean filled with Ged’s leve, peace, and fowern. Moy this
abundant bleasings te eveny foumily as we continue te grow




2nd: Jonathan Casas

3rd:
3rd:
3rd:
4th:
4th:
4th:
Sth:
6th:
8th:

Richard Cavaliere
Jason King
Andre Pieterse
Valerie Cavalli
Carol Oliver
Maverick Pera
Everlee Headley
Sam Aronovsky

Courtney Brusatori

10th: Sean Parkyn

13th: Maggie Haight

13th: Daniel LaSavio

17th: David Hartsuyker

20th: Roxanne Kinne

22nd: Larry Bates

22nd: Brittany Cranfill

23rd: Lynn Barrett

27th: Gracie Speroni

29th: Jenny Cranfill

30th: Duranda Marchell

30th: Dennis Barrett

30th: Raquel Lowman

3rd — Matthew & Sheela Hooper
11th —Jared & Pam Seago
16th—Wayne & Jodi Woodard
20th— David & Lilly LaSavio

24th—Gilbert & Jackie Gonsolis




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday Saturday
4 7am Men's Prayer Meeting
9 am Sunday School 6:00pm Women's Study & Living Your Best 6:15-Weds Night Church 7:00am Men’s Bible Study 7am Men's Prayer Meeting
10:30 Worship Srv Support Grp Life 6-8pm Prayer Meeting @ Duke Foster’s
5pm-7pm Youth Group 6pm Finance Meeting-Library 3-5pm Tea @ Martha’s
9 am Sunday School 6:00pm Women's Study & 9:30am Men's Bible Study 6:15-Weds Night Church 7:00am Men’s Bible Study 7am Men's Prayer Meeting
10:30 Worship Srv Support Grp Prayer Meeting @ Duke Foster’s
3-5pm Tea @ Marthas HS Youth Group @ Hume Lake
9.am Sunday .m%oo_ Ge0Rpm Women's Study & 9:30am Men's Bible Study 10am mm.mﬁ 7:00am Men’s Bible Study 7am Men's Prayer Meeting
10:30 Worship Srv Support Grp Home Ministry @ Duke Foster’s
HS Youth Group returns 6:15-Weds Night Church 3-5pm Tea @ Martha’s R
Prayer Meeting JH Youth Group @ Hume Lake
Samiaraee {0 Classlbrary 6:00pm Women's Study & 9:30am Men's Bible Study 6:15-Weds Night Church 7:00am Men'’s Bible Study 7am Men's Prayer Meeting
9 am Sunday School Support Grp Prayer Meeting @ Duke Foster’s
10:30 Worship Srv 3:5pm Tea @ Martha's

-=------=--—=JH YG Returns




