
The image of an acorn represents the  

tremendous potential contained in a small 

seed.  In an acorn there exists all the   

information necessary to form a massive 

Oak tree.  However, for an acorn to      

become an Oak, it takes many years and 

multiple seasons of sunlight and rain, 

while slowly gathering    

nutrients from the soil.  

Each season represents 

growth, dormancy,       

challenges and time.  

There are times of budding 

and flourishing.  There are 

times when the leaves fall 

and growth slows.   

There are hard seasons of 
drought or a heavy winter 
that puts stress on the tree.  
These conditions mold and 
shape the contours of the limbs, causing 
them to contort and twist as they strain 
upward.  Each year a growth ring         
develops that contributes to the girth of 
the trunk, making it stronger to support the 
weight of the growing limbs.   

One day the tree is a beautiful, unique 

object of beauty whose size and shape tell 

a story of all that it experienced.  It is a 

refuge and resource for other living things 

to nest and gather and thrive. 

~Pastor Mark Johnson Acorn to Oak  
Our own personal development is much 

the same.  To become a huge          

flourishing Oak takes time and patience.  

Sometimes we wish we could grow 

leaps and bounds but true growth takes 

place incrementally.  Daily choices    

become habits that in time produce    

visible, noticeable change. 

Paul wrote, “Do not grow   
weary in doing good, for in 
due season we will reap, if we 
do not give up” (Gal 6:9).  Our 
life’s story, both in times of 
celebration and in times of 
loss and hardship, shapes us 
uniquely.  God uses every  
aspect of our human           
experience for his glory if we 
lay our lives down for his good 
purpose.  Our life can be a 
refuge and resource for other 

people as we point to our hope in Jesus. 

How is God using your current season 
to shape you?  Be patient and know that 
your life is valuable and beautiful – even 
if our “limbs” are a bit crooked.  If you 
are encouraged, tell someone.  If you 
are struggling, invite God and others 
into that vulnerable space to bear it with 
you.  Together we can spur one another 
on to love and good deeds! 



“O taste and see that the Lord is good” (Ps. 

34:8). How true this verse is. For 

anyone who gets a taste of the goodness of God, 

it is an unforgettable experience. 

He never disappoints. He is always good. The 

hungry, needy, searching, and empty 

soul that gets a taste of the kindness of God, the 

love of God, the grace and mercy 

of God, the faithfulness of God, the          

thoughtfulness of God, and the care of God— 

that person will always find that taste to be good! 

 

And with that in mind, the Bible tells us that      

Jesus is the vine and we are 

His branches, and we are to 

bear fruit (John 15:1-11). It is 

most often from the fruit of 

our lives that people get a 

taste of God. 

 

So, when we are in the  

presence of others, they get 

a taste of who we are and 

who God is! As we interact 

with others, as we respond 

and react, as we speak and 

as we act, the fruit of our lives is on display.  

People are getting a taste of the fruit that comes 

from a branch that is connected to the Vine, 

Christ Himself. And when they get that taste from 

the fruit of our lives, does it cause them to 

respond with wonder at how good it tastes? 

 

I remember attending a memorial service of a 

dear friend. Johnny Trimmer was a great talent. 

He had the voice of an angel. We led hymn sings 

together. He would sing and I would accompany 

him on the organ. The officiator of his service 

asked the crowd if Johnny exhibited certain traits 

in his life. These traits were none other than the 

9 qualities found in Galatians 5:22. “The fruit of 

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,     

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control”. The memorial service was an 

amazing experience for me because as the   

Pastor stated each trait, the crowd           

acknowledged in the positive. I was moved by 

this. Here was a man, that if you knew him, it 

was easy to confirm the fruits in his life. They 

were so clearly visible! And, what an honor to 

have the final thoughts of you be an affirmation 

of the fruits of the spirit! Because of this        

experience I will always remember him in the 

best way possible. A man who bore good fruit.  

 

Ministry is also a place where we need good 

fruit. Sometimes we can assume that our    

leadership bears no bad fruit. We look to our 

leaders and pastors to be Godly examples. But 

as one of your pastors, I can safely say that we 

are only human. We live under the same     

mercies that renew themselves every morning 

(Lam. 3:22-23). Every Pastor, 

as he hears his call, will only 

ever be “simply human”. We 

have all made many mistakes 

along the way with the potential 

for many more to come. It is 

only by God’s infinite          

compassion and grace that we 

can continue to help lead His 

church. Our desire is to live a 

godly life, but we need prayer. 

Prayer for strength and     

steadfastness. Prayer that if 

mistakes are made, that they are minor and 

have small impact.  

In our humanity we struggle. “But blessed is the 
man who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence 
is in Him.” (Jer. 17:7)  

So, let me ask you, do you have love in your 
life? Do you have joy in your life? Do you have 
peace in your life? Do you have forbearance in 
your heart? Are you kind? Are you full of    
goodness? Are you faithful? Are you gentle? 
Do you have self-control? Answer these     
questions honestly to yourself. And if you find 
yourself lacking, know that you are not alone. 
Continue to work at it, ask God to make you 
whole in the areas you need help in. I do and 
will continue to do so until I receive another call 
to come home. I pray that people will only see 
the richest, most delectable good fruit produced 
when I am gone.  

Your friend, 

Pastor Jonathan Casas  

  



Study Guide 



Romans 12:4-5 Just as our bodies have many 
parts and each part has a special function, so it 
is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one 
body, and we all belong to each other.” 

 Many of us know this verse… but how are we 
doing loving one another?? 

So, you say, what’s your point? 

As we settle into our seats every Sunday, look 
around.  We are surrounded by family in Christ. 
Some may not be believers yet, but they are still 
loved by Almighty God. Those, who are          
followers of our Lord, have been chosen by Him.  
We haven’t chosen them for ourselves, but they 
have been chosen for us, and we are, therefore, 
inseparably bound to them. Because we belong 
to Christ, we belong to His family.   

Here is something else to chew 
on:  As we look around, isn’t it 
amazing to know that we all are 
being transformed into His    
likeness, with the aid of the   
Holy Spirit!? Praise God, eh?   

Romans 12:2 “Do not be    
conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the         
renewal of your mind, that by 
the testing of your faith, you 
may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and   
acceptable and perfect.”  How’s your      
transformation going? 

Without further ado, I want to get right to the 
point – Care & Share. 

Keeping the above in mind, we are launching 
teams to meet with our church family through 
home visitations.  We want to share in the      
fullness of faith, and bolster each and every one 
of us to continue a closer walk with Him, and to 
radiate His glory. It’s crucial to reach out to     
others.  Some may be newcomers, and others 
may have been with us for a long time, but     
possibly ignored or overlooked, to our chagrin.  
We apologize if that’s you or a loved one. 

I really like what pastor Rick Warren spells out 
for us: 

“A church family helps you focus on God.” 
These days, it’s easy to get distracted by details, 
disturbances, dead-ends, delays, and difficulties. 
But, coming together with a church family will 

help you focus on God. The more you choose to 
focus on God, the bigger HE gets, and the more 
insignificant your problems become. 

“A church family helps you face life’s      
problems.” Right now, you’re in one of three 
positions. Either you just came out of a problem, 
you’re in the middle of a problem, or you’re 
headed into the next problem. Life is a series of 
problems, but God never meant for you to     
handle them on your own. That’s why he built a 
support group of people around you—the 
church—who are right there in the fight with you. 
You’re not alone. 

“A church family helps you fortify your 
faith.” Fortify means to strengthen, to reinforce, 
and to develop. When you’re in relationship with 

other people in God’s family, 
you get the right support. They 
encourage you to create the 
right priorities, helping you    
decide what’s trivial and what 
matters most. This clarifies your 
values and fortifies your faith. 
So many worldly attractions 
clamor for our attention!   
Sometimes, we might succumb 
to the immediate…and we 
might lose sight of God’s       
purpose for our lives. Belonging 
to a church family helps us    
focus on God, face life’s      

problems, praise together, and steer us back to 
the narrow road that JESUS leads.  We want to 
make a difference…  

With our ‘Care & Share’ group, we want to reach 
out and check the pulse of our family.  What 
more can we do and/or provide to help all of us 
grow to be more like Him?  We’d like to pray 
with you, and take to heart your concerns.  It’s 
the lifting up of one another, that Jesus talks 
about.  

So, let’s continue to unite in spirit and love.  
Let’s enhance Grace Fellowship like never     
before. AMEN!!  

We look forward to meeting with you! 

~Duke Foster 





OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COLLECTION  

October 22 – November 19, 2023 

We invite you to join our Grace            
Fellowship family as we participate 
with Operation Christmas Child, a   
project of the international relief      
organization,  Samaritans Purse. Our 
mission is to open doors around the 
world with shoeboxes filled with items 
such as small toys, hygiene items,   
plastic water bottles, a back pack and 
school supplies, as a means of       

reaching out to children in their own 
communities with the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.   

Children receive the opportunity 
to learn about the love of God through 
the Greatest  Journey discipleship pro-
gram. Remember that prayer is the most        
important thing to put in a shoebox.  

Since 1993 Operation Christmas 
Child has collected and delivered more 
than 209 million shoebox gifts to chil-
dren in more than 170 countries and             
territories. In 2023 Operation Christmas 
Child hopes to collect enough shoebox 
gifts to reach another 11 million chil-
dren. 

 Grace Fellowship has participat-
ed with Operation Christmas Child 
since2007 (16 years).  We are thankful 
and blessed by every child whose heart 
has been touched by Jesus for His king-
dom through these little shoeboxes. 

Remember to not include: candy, 
toothpaste, gum, damaged items, war 
related items, chocolate or food, seeds, 
drink mixes, liquids, lotions, vitamins or 
glass containers such as snow globes. It 
also helps tremendously to remove plas-
tic and cardboard packaging from items.     

 

Pick up your shoe box(es) in the foyer 
starting Sunday October 22. 

Mission continued. 
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The Greatest Journey in Mongolia 

 Buyankhishig, a church 
leader says “Light, sky, land, and 
water appeared out of nothing. 
Next came vegetation, animals, 
and mankind. God called forth all 
these things simply by speaking: 
Let there be …” (Genesis 1) While 
the story of creation may sound 
familiar, it is an entirely new      
concept for many boys and girls in 
Mongolia.  At Living Stone Church 
in Nalaikh, just an hour’s drive   
outside of the capital of          
Ulaanbaatar, children are hearing 
this amazing Bible story and many 
others through The Greatest    
Journey.  Each of the 12 lessons 
proclaims Good News that         
confronts commonly held secular 
and animistic world views in    
Mongolia. The first class on        
creation is particularly                 
revolutionary.  

Buyankhishig continues:  “The first  

lesson is always exciting for me to 

teach, because it is a very different 

idea that the world was created by 

God.  Mongolia was a communist 

country, and Darwin’s theory was 

taught – that our origin is from a  

monkey.” The truth from God’s word is 

sticking in the minds of the boys and 

girls who join the program. 

Munkhbold, 11, and Enkhriilen, 9, 

were among children who received 

Christ into their lives during  The 

Greatest Journey course at Living 

Stone Church in Nalaikh, Mongolia.  

Munkhbold had attended church for 

seven years before he enrolled in the 

discipleship lessons, but the 12 Bible 

stories became the tool God used to 

change his life.  Now he is bringing his 

four younger sisters to Sunday school 

and also telling his classmates, friends, 

and neighbors about Jesus. They are 

also sharing God’s Word with the    

parents.  

This is just one story from one village, out of the 170 countries where Operation Christmas Child volunteers 
distribute shoe boxes to precious children of all ages, so they learn how God created the world through The 
Greatest Journey discipleship course. 
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Would you like to be prayed for by a  

dedicated team of people? Would 

you like to receive updates on prayer 

needs and be a part of that team?  

If so, please email  

prayer@graceofamador.org 

In your email, you can submit prayer  

requests, ask to be updated when 

new requests come in, or both! 

Are we missing your birthday or anniversary? 

Please update it in the Church Center directory 

app or let the office know. 

Thanks! 




