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Last year I had a difficult conversation with 

someone who disagreed with a decision that 

was made by our Elder board.  They listened to 

my explanation and the process by which we 

came to that particular conclusion.  They 

expressed concerns about the potential outcome 

as well as their personal disappointment with the 

decision.  I thanked them 

for their honesty and 

affirmed their input even if 

it wasnôt the direction we 

ultimately went. 

What happened next 
surprised me.  In the 
weeks that followed, this 
person continued to 
interact with me with 
cheer and friendship.  
They continued to invest in the ministry with 
enthusiasm.  I kept waiting for the other ñshoeò 
to drop.  I expected this person to do what so 
many, in my experience as a person and as a 

leader, have done: to distance themselves and 
eventually leave.  Yet that didnôt happen. 

So, I followed up and inquired, ñHow are you 

doing since our conversation?ò  To this the 

person replied, ñI was hurt and disappointed in 

the decision, but I understand your position.  I 

donôt agree, but Iôm okay.  

Weôre okay.ò 

The relational value that 
this person conveyed 
was the value of 
acceptance.  John 
Townsend, in his book 
People Fuel, defines 
acceptance as ñthe ability 
to remain connected 
without judgement.ò It is 
assuring a person that 

you are for them, even if they fail and even if 
you disagree.  This relational nutrient is vital to 
healthy and authentic relationships whether the 
person is a friend, co-worker, or a spouse. 
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Acceptance is an important principle for the unity 

of the church.  We all have ideas, concerns, 

desires and convictions about the best way to 

accomplish the commission of the church: love 

God, love one another and make God known in 

the world. When our desires are in conflict or 

when we fail one another, how do we remain 

unified?  Acceptance. 

Paul wrote to the Romans, ñaccept one another, 

then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 

bring praise to God (15:7).  Paul wrote this to 

address the often hard interactions that were 

present when believers from different cultural 

values (ie. Jews and Gentiles) came together to 

co-labor in the same fellowship.  Our differences 

and failings require the patience and grace that 

is in accord with the character of Christ toward 

us. 

How have you experienced acceptance?  What 
did it feel like and how were you encouraged by 
it?  I was deeply moved by this person in our 
fellowship who displayed Christ-like love and 
acceptance of me.  I continue to draw inspiration 
from this interaction as I endeavor to display 
Christôs love to others in the same way.         
May we all. 
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Father's Day is a wonderful time to celebrate the 
special bond between dads and their children. It's a 
meaningful day that reminds us of the love we    
receive from both our earthly fathers and our  
heavenly Father. 

 

Fatherhood, as we know, is a rewarding yet     
challenging journey. It's a role that comes with its 
share of imperfections and uncertainties. At times, 
we may feel inadequate or fall short of being the 
"perfect" father. However, it's important to           
remember that as men of faith, we were chosen by 
God to be fathers to our children long before we 
even were born. Faith plays one of its intended 
roles in understanding how an imperfect being 
could be part of a perfect plan. 

In our moments of self-doubt, we can find comfort 
in the knowledge that God, in His infinite wisdom, 
entrusted us with the remarkable responsibility of 
fatherhood. This serves as a reminder that there 
must be a purpose and plan behind it all. He 
wouldn't have given us this role without equipping 
us with the necessary aptitude and potential to   
fulfill it. It can still be very difficult though, with its 
pitfalls and heartaches. 

 

The Bible offers some guidance for us as fathers. 
Psalm 103:13 tells us that just as fathers show 
compassion to their children, God shows          
compassion to those that fear Him. And Proverbs 
22:6 encourages us to teach our kids the right way 
to live, so they'll continue on that path as they grow 
older. 

 

Navigating fatherhood in a world filled with          
numerous distractions and strong temptations can 
be very difficult as well. But remember the words 
from Matthew 7:13-14, ñEnter through the narrow 
gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through 
it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.ò It is vital to 

keep our eyes straight so we can do our best to 
become shining examples to our world and to our 
precious children. 

 

So, as we celebrate Father's Day, let's embrace 
the incredible gift and responsibility of fatherhood. 
Let's be present for our kids, love them deeply, 
and show them compassion. God is with us every 
step of the way, guiding us in this journey. May 
our example as fathers inspire and shape the lives 
of our children and generations to come. 

 

Happy Father's Day to all the dads out there! May 
your hearts be filled with joy and your journey as 
fathers be blessed. 
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