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I shall never be moved.  By your favor, Lord, 
my mountain shall stand strong.” 

What changed?  One moment he is feeling 
great confidence and the next he is in the pit 

of despair.  A clue is that the 
psalmist attributes his pit      
experience to God’s           
discipline: “You hid your face 
and I was dismayed…your 
anger is but a moment…”.  
While the psalmist does not 
reveal the exact sin that 
prompted God’s anger, a 
clue may be found in the 
tone of his exaltation: “in my 

prosperity I said I shall  never be moved.”  Is 
this a tone of pride? Self-righteousness? 

Sometimes we assume that when all things 
are going well that we don’t need to depend 
on God.  In times of prosperity we can        
assume that we will always be in this state.   
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God, where did you go? 

From the mountain to the pit.  The range 

of  human experience and emotion can 

run wide.  God is in both the highs and 

lows.  At times he manifests himself in 

rich presence and at others 

hides himself in silence.  In 

both extremes, God is shaping 

our hearts for good.  It is       

important to hold both          

experiences together in each 

hand for they are both a       

reflection of reality and God’s 

intentional plan. 

In Psalm 30, the psalmist has just      
experienced deliverance from a low 
time. He describes, “You have brought 
me up from Sheol; you restored me to 
life from among those who go down to 
the pit.” Interestingly, the psalmist also 
describes how he was feeling just prior 
to death’s door: “I said in my prosperity, 
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This can cause us to be less vigilant in our life 
choices and our heart’s desires.  Is this a shift 
from dependance on God to finding security in 
riches? 

God loves us and wants us to see that trust in 
riches is foolish.  In this case it appears that 
God hides his face in order to allow the    
psalmist feel a taste of the harshness and folly 
of trusting in something that is fleeting. The 
psalmist turns to God in his need and God 
comes to the rescue. 

I have said many times, “When things are 
great, enjoy it for what it is for it is fleeting.  
When things are rough, do not despair, for it 
too is fleeting.”  The only thing that is constant 
is God.  He will be with us in either state,      
ordering our experience to bring about good. 

What do you think?  Does this ring true in your  

experience?  Consider the following passages: 

James 4:13–15 (ESV) — 13 Come 

now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 

we will go into such and such a town 

and spend a year there and trade and 

make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know 

what  tomorrow will bring. What is your 

life? For you are a mist that appears for 

a little time and then vanishes.             

15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 

wills, we will live and do this or that.”  

Proverbs 16:9 (ESV) — 9 The heart of 

man plans his way, but the Lord estab-

lishes his steps.  

How is God revealing himself to you  today?  

Are you  feeling on the mountain top, down in 

the pit or  somewhere in between?  God is in it 

all.  May we learn to trust him through it all. 

 

 

God, where did you go?   
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Transformation 

I think we are going to be 

seeing a lot about the idea 

of  transformation in this 

year's ministries at Grace. 

Transformation both in the growth of ministry, 

as well as the  function of ministry. This may 

mean that we have a transformation in the way 

we work, or why we work. A Godly             

transformation would be welcome in every   

situation. A deep transformation would         

represent the beauty and wonder of the       

evidence of God being active and working in 

our lives. Wouldn’t that be great? Wouldn’t you 

want to see that in your life right now? I would. 

A brief search on the Internet of 
the word transformation brings 
up images of packed cocoons 
turning to the freedom of     
beautiful butterflies, a man 
standing on a path patiently  
waiting for its continuation as an 
arrow slowly forms before him so 
that he can take his next steps. 
Another photo depicted the beauty of a bird's 
wings drawn out like a like a building         
schematic showing the transfer of   energy as 
it takes flight. Or a series of paper airplanes 
with one that has changed color and has      
altered its own trajectory away from its fleet. 
There are many photos of transformation    
representing the process, innovation,         
modification of ideas, development of           
creativity, alteration, rebuilding, and the        

expansion and growth and refinement of what 
transformation is meant to be. We, as human 
beings, have been gifted the incredible ability 
to exemplify all these transformative qualities.  

Tami noticed an elderly lady walking very  
slowly to the cash register.  While Tami stood 
in line behind her, she admired the lady’s flair 
for fashion.  The lady had a bright paisley 
dress of red and purple, a scarf, a brooch and 
a brilliant scarlet hat.  Tami told her, "What a 

beautiful woman you are.  You've made my 
day." 

The woman clasped Tami’s hand and said: 
"My sweet child, bless you!  I have an        
artificial arm and a plate in the other, and one 
leg is prosthesis.  It takes me quite some 
time to get dressed.  I try to do my best, but 
as years go by, people don't seem to think it 
matters.  You've made me feel so special  
today.  May the Lord watch over and bless 
you, for you must be one of his little angels."  
As Tami and the lady walked away from each 
other that day, both had been transformed by 
the encouragement of the other. They were 

angels (agents) of            
transformation to each other.  

The most powerful            

transformations in me took 

place because God was      

already working hard for a 

long while. He was waiting for 

me to come around and 

acknowledge His presence, 

bend my will to His, and give Him the specific 

pieces of  myself that I was holding back. 

Don’t do what I did. Don’t hold back that  

worry, that problem, or thing you are working 

on in yourself or your family. Give it all to 

God. Don’t hesitate. Don’t hold back. Do 

yourself a favor and do it now. A             

transformation awaits. We can affect God  

because of His great love for us. When we 

give Him the pieces that we hold tight, He 

honors us with the transformative knowledge 

of His involvement. If we develop a habit of 

this, we will be able to look back upon our 

lives and see the evidence of this repeatedly.  

My prayer for each of us is that we can      
unlock deep, Godly transformation within   
ourselves by giving God the hard to let go 
pieces that keep us from His blessing, His 
completion, His freedom and His rest for our 
lives.  

~Pastor Jonathan Casas 





This is a tiny glimpse into the work of God’s  
redeeming love He has shown to all at New 
Hope Home.  

With gratitude we are all thankful for God’s plan 
and Grace Fellowship’s provision of a safe   
loving home. 

We are a Faith based ministry. If you are       
interested in finding out more, our brochures 
are in the Mission Section of the foyer including 
contact numbers. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Barbara Woodside 

Janet Humphrey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

"Prime Timer’s will continue to take you to 
the theater this year as musicals will bring 

us delight as we gather together. 
 

Button up your overcoat and brave the 
weather as we’re “Singing in the Rain” on 

Saturday, February 11th!  
 

      $10 per person covers a  
delicious meal and interesting program. 

 
        Sign-up in the church foyer         

A Glimpse into New Hope Home 

A few months ago, Pastor Mark asked us what we 
are grateful for. New Hope home is grateful for its 
very existence. 

In the beginning, God chose Jackson to start a 
place for women seeking support and safety while 
fighting drug and alcohol addictions.  God planted 
this idea in two couples who attending Grace    
Fellowship.  In turn Grace Fellowship embraced 
God’s plan and offered to lease the Victorian to 
this new Ministry. 

Over two years, dozens of volunteers from       
several churches and businesses donated work 
and thousands of dollars to ready the Victorian for 
use. Five years ago, New Hope home opened its 
doors with a House Mother and room for an      
Assistant House Mother and six additional women 
in need.  There are so many wonderful stories of 
God’s provision in this house, but not enough 
room to write them all. 

The past five years has seen close to 40 women 
come into the program.  God sees each one and 
lovingly provides support for daily needs and a 
safe place to heal.   

The following is part of a conversation with two of 
the women in New Hope Home expressing their 
gratitude: 

“I’m grateful to New Hope Home when I had     
nowhere to go” 

“Life transformed from what I was when I was in 
my addiction” 

“Learning to live life on life’s terms and learning to 
love myself once again and to love others” 

“The love and warmth from my “sisters” 

“Our House Mother shows such love, empathy, 
spirituality and the house reflects this” 

“I felt safe from the first day” 

“Love how we can communicate honestly and not 
feel judged” 

“Getting spiritual teaching and encouragement” 

 





Children’s Ministry Notes and News! 

Announcement!!  

Mark Your Calendars!!  

Creative Arts Camp has been moved back to the first week of Summer!! 

Creative Arts Camp 
June 5-9, 2023 

Creative Arts Camp requires many hands, 
so please be thinking about how you can 
join us to help serve our community with 
the love of art (though you don’t have to be 
artistic!), and primarily for the love and    
glory of God! Last year we served over 280 
kids!! Watch for volunteer sign ups very 
soon, but be thinking about how God can 
use you in some of the following areas: 

 

Camp Guides: The Camp Guide is a key 
person for shuttling kids from one place to 
the next…you are responsible for the kids’ 
safety, making sure they get to the proper 
locations, staying with your assigned class 
in order to help, and taking kids to the   
bathroom when needed during class. But 
more importantly, you are the main person 
to build relationship with the kids. 

Camp Counselors: Camp Counselors will 
be assigned to a couple of the Camp 
Guides’ groups to roam around and help 
with kids who are struggling or kids who 
have deeper questions that may require a 
little more individual attention and quiet 
space than what the Camp Guide can give. 

 

Lead Artists: The Lead Artist is the         
coordinator, lesson planner, and overseer 
for a particular class/elective. This person 
is in charge of gathering the supplies,     
delegating responsibilities with helpers, 
planning the lessons, and presenting the 
lessons to the kids. 

 

First Assistants: The First Assistant stays 
by the side of the Lead Artist the entire 
time. You are the Lead Artist’s right hand 
to keep things organized, help run errands, 
clean up, set up, etc. You help the kids 
with their projects, but when the kids leave, 
you stay with the Lead Artist to help out. 

  

Helpers: The Helpers are super important! 
You are there to help assist with projects, 
work with kids who need extra attention/
assistance, run errands for the Lead Artist, 
and help with classroom management. 
You may also be asked by the Camp 
Guide to help with shuttling kids. 

 

 

                             Continued on next page 



Church Center 
by Janissa Boesch 

 

By now, you should have heard about the new Church Center app, which will replace Instant Church 

Directory for finding contact information on someone who attends Grace Fellowship.     

Other features in the new app include:  A Calendar of upcoming events; and a “My Church Center” 

page, which includes “My schedule” (all events scheduled for you), and a Profile and Settings page 

for you to update personal information, set preferences, and upload a photo so others will recognize 

who you are. 

If you need help installing the Church Center app on your mobile device, ask any ministry leader or 

ask Cierra Pera or me.  Brochures with step-by-step instructions are also available in the lobby. 

We will continue this series to announce new features as they become available. 

Continued from previous page 

 

Other Very Important Areas:  

-prepping art projects ahead of time, great for those who can’t be there during 
the week 

-set up and tear down 

-camper sign in each morning 

-hall monitor 

-snack service 

-prayer team 

-publicity and promotions 

-worship/music 

-donations of water, snacks, art supplies, or money to cover expenses like          
t-shirts and supplies  

 

More details to come! Contact Dana Krieshok or Debbie King for more           
information or visit the CAC table in the back of the worship center. 

 



~Duke Foster 
Come Grow SERVE GO 

In following up with what Pastor Mark has been 
sharing with us, I’d like to share some scripture 
regarding the Serve & Go.  This ties in with our 
proposed visitation that we’ll be doing this year. 

 

Proverbs 27:17 – Iron sharpens iron, and one 
man sharpens another.   

When we get together with one another we     
often pick up spiritual tid bits in our                
conversations.  It’s really great to listen to      
various Christians as they share their history 
with us and we often relate as we progress 
down our journey with Jesus. 

 

Matthew 18:20 – For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among them.  

 With our upcoming visitation team, I’m hopeful 
that we all will realize the impact of this verse.  
What a delight to be with our brothers and     
sisters knowing HE is right there with us. 

 

Hebrews 10:24 – And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good works.   

Not only will we be meeting to share with each 
other, we will be lifting one another up and     
taking to heart how we all can grow in our love 
and good works. 

 

Galatians 6:2 – Bear one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfill the law of Christ.   

As we gather, we all have concerns regarding 
family, friends, and situations that impact our 
lives.  We want to pray for these concerns and 
come along side of you in support. 

Romans 1:12 – That is. We may be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours 
and mine.   

                                                                  

Have you encountered this in any small 
groups you attend or have attended?  I don’t 
want you to get the wrong idea but it’s a 
heavenly team effort.  Do you have a         
particular person or persons that have        
impacted your walk?  I’ll bet we’ll be        
pleasantly surprised through our visits with 
everyone. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 – For just as the body is 
one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ.    

I can’t help but think of that old phrase “One 
for all and all for one”.  That sums it up.  It’s 
all about Him and for Him.  

 

Hebrews 10: 24 & 25 – And let us consider 
how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet        
together, as is the habit of some, but     
encouraging one another, and all the more 
as you see the Day drawing near.  

Oh boy! These verses say it all.  For us to 
be His stewards and encourage each     
other in our growth with Him! Need we say 
more.  

 

Please seriously consider joining us as we 
fellowship with one another.  One day or 
evening visit per week is what we are     
shooting for.  We all have something to  
share and we think you’ll love it. 

 

Email: dukefoster5@gmail.com and           
cell phone: 916-882-5220.   

Thanks brothers & sisters. 

mailto:dukefoster5@gmail.com
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                       Our Vision 

         COME -  Worship God in Authenticity 

        GROW -  Grow in Faith & Community 

        SERVE -  Serve One Another in Humility 

               GO -   Demonstrate the Love of God in Vitality 

14th—Michael & Janissa Boesch 

14th—Michael & Valerie  Cavalli 

16th—Jeremy & Wendy Chadwick 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 Happy Birthday 
02/01: Celia Peckinpaugh 

02/03: Jared Seago 

02/03: Bonnie Edell 

02/06: Brian Whaling  

02/08: Maverick Catto 

02/09: Julie Doty 

02/11: Kaden Cavalli 

02/12: Jonathan Kuntz 

02/14: Karen King 

02/16  Matthew Hooper 

02/20: Courtney Pera 

02/21: Randy Hall 

02/22: Brandie Wilson 

02/23: Duke Foster 

02/24: Val Laolagi 

02/25: Janet Humphrey 

02/26: Lois Johnson 

02/27: Ashley Cranfill 

 

 

For further details or questions on the 

“happenings at Grace” look on our  

WEBSITE (graceofamador.org),  

weekly BULLETIN, Church Center or call the office.  

February 2023 

The Dawning   

 

A beautiful morning 

The sun shines bright 

All thru the day 

Until the night. 

 

Thankful for the morning 

Also for the night 

Grateful for the morning 

That brings the sun ( Son) Light. 

                            By Lois Johnson 


