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Christ is.  Jesus in our hearts compels to dismantle 

the trappings and ways of our heart that was once 

governed by sin.  In their place, a new mind and a 

new heart dons the décor of peace, patience, kind-

ness, goodness and self-control.    

Love adorns our lives in a way that draws us to be    

generous and kind to those we formerly dismissed 

or even for whom we held contempt.  The          

forgiveness we have  experienced now is offered 

freely to those who 

have knowingly or 

unknowingly harmed 

us.  In the place of 

gossip or slander, we 

now pray for God’s 

grace and love to be 

displayed in our 

hearts toward our 

neighbor who is 

different than us but made in God’s image and for 

whom Christ died.   

This Christmas season may the transformation that 

is most apparent be not simply in the grand                 

transformation of our homes but in the lives of 

those who have invited Christ into their hearts.  

May our fellow man see JESUS in us in a way that 

reflects the words we so often repeat with     

sounding joy –     “Merry Christmas!” 

 

 

The week following Thanksgiving a transformation 

takes place in our home.  The warm colors of      

autumn and the scent of pumpkin spice give way 

to the vibrant colors of red, white and green.  We 

unpack all kinds of treasured decorations and hang 

messages of hope and cheer on our walls.  There 

stands a carefully chosen fir in the corner, boughs 

draped with lights, ribbons, candy canes and      

ornaments. The front of our house is illuminated 

by icicle lights and a 

motion image of      

colored snowflakes 

is projected on one 

side.  Christmas has 

arrived! 

This transformation 

is incredible.  One 

that all the neigh-

bors notice and that 

illicit kind observations from guests who cross our 

doorstep: “How beautifully   decorated and 

warm!”  Nonstop music conveys the heart of the 

season both with Christmas classics and sacred 

hymns alike.  All who enter are welcome and are 

offered rich hospitality. 

As much as I enjoy all of what we hold dear about 

the Christmas season, it is the inner transformation 

of our hearts that is the truer reflection of who 

—Pastor Mark Johnson 
Christmas Transformation 



My Christmas Memories -Pastor Jonathan Casas 

I have a special place in my heart to decorate 
for Christmas. Many years ago, I committed 
right before Thanksgiving, that I would pull out 
all the Christmas lights and test all the bulbs 
and make sure everything was operational. I 
would do this listening to some Christmas    
music, around the fire watching a gentle,  
beautiful Christmas movie like “Die Hard”. It was 
something that I looked forward to every year. 
 
There's something special about getting up 
early in the morning to do something that   
benefits your entire family. When my kids were 
young, I would see the absolute wonder in their 
eyes as they gazed at the shiny bulbs and 
dreamed about what it would be like on   
Christmas morning.  
 
The day after Thanksgiving my entire family 
would go get our Christmas trees.  Every year I 
would need to find four Christmas trees. Two for 
church, one for my house, and one for my    
parents’ house. It was always a trick to figure 
out how to fit all the trees in the vehicles we 
had. We would wonder if we would lose one on 
the road depending on the distance we would 
travel.  
 
It would take us a few days to decorate the   
entire house. And then Christmas would roll 
around and we would host. My two brothers 
and sister and family friends would come on 
Christmas Day, and we would enjoy each     
other's company until it got dark. We would 
share a nice meal, open presents, and sit 
around the fireplace talking. Those were good 
days. 

In 2017 my father passed away the day after 
Christmas. I remember receiving the call at 
2:00 o'clock in the morning. The enormous 
hole that is left by a presence so strong in 
my life is incalculable. I know my entire 
family feels the same way. But for whatever 
sadness this brings, I can always count on 
the power of God to show me where to find 
joy at Christmas time.  

You might find me looking like I couldn't be 
happier while I'm up there leading worship. 
You might think to yourself, “…this guy is 
never sad!” And you'd be right… at least  
during worship time. As I am worshipping 
especially during Christmas time, I am     
remembering my father. I am remembering 
my family. I am remembering the love that I 
receive from them that I just don’t deserve. 
And that makes me thankful. It begins a 
powerful process in me that uncovers the 
truth of how blessed I truly am.  

For me, this is a common occurrence when I 
lead worship. It doesn't so much happen 
throughout the week. When I worship, I can 
get closest to God, I get closest to truth, and 
I remember the things that matter most. 

God is the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. 

So, my decorating skills may have                

diminished over time, and I may be down to 

only one tree this year. I may also not have 

all the resources I need to be a perfect     

father, husband, brother, or son, but I do 

know how to enjoy Christmas.  
Continued on next page  



 

The secret shouldn’t be a secret at all. It’s in 

knowing that we are not worthy to partake of 

the cup, accept that He makes us so.  

 

At great cost, Jesus came to earth to make 

us His own, to love us without condition, and 

to forgive us without remainder. He places 

His own name upon our lives and gives us 

His Spirit that goes before to guide and lead 

us. We need only to remember that we      

belong to God, the God Almighty, the Prince 

of Peace, the Counselor, the Everlasting     

Father! It is the wellspring of all we are, all life 

and ministry is just overflow from that one 

fact! The inflow is one thing only, that we are 

the ones that Jesus loves. 

 

Let that sink in this Christmas. The joy comes 

not from the gifts around the tree or       

beautiful decorations you see this time of 

year. The joy comes from the love that  

heaven gave the night the angels came, and 

that same love can be yours right now. The 

only message of Christmas is that Jesus 

loves you!  

Remember who you are and have a very 
Merry Christmas in Christ this year.  

  

 Pastor Jonathan 

Continued from previous page  



Women’s Ministry 

Another year of a wonderful 
Christmas Boutique! 

Thank you all who helped 
and participated.  Looking 
forward to seeing you all 







It was only a few days before Christmas as Bernie 
May, a pilot for Wycliffe Bible Translators           
successfully delivered emergency medical supplies 
to the isolated Amazon village. Now he eagerly   
anticipated being back with his wife and children in 
their South American home-away-from-home. Yet 
as the evening grew dark, he knew he would not be 
able to fly out until the morning. 
 
With his pontoon plane waiting 
on the river, Bernie arranged for 
temporary protection for the 
night. But then . . . it began to 
rain. The rain continued, even up 
until Christmas Eve, the         
missionary felt  increasingly    
depressed by his misfortune. His 
wife, Nancy, and their boys were 
six hours away; and by this time, 
they would have received his 
radio message: he would not be 
home for Christmas. 
 
As a family, they had prepared 
their hearts to be separated from 
their loved ones and friends, but it was Christmas 
Eve . . . and they were now separated even from 
each other. 
 
 
Back in Pennsylvania, everyone would be coming 
home from church-to the sounds of caroling, the 
smell of roasting turkey, and the sight of falling 
snow. But where was God’s missionary? Here he 
was . . . stuck in a remote jungle . . . in a makeshift 
shelter . . . in the pouring rain . . . alone. 
In Ruth Tucker’s book From Jerusalem to Irian    
Jaya, Bernie May tells of his experience: 

“Oh God,” I moaned, “I’m in the wrong place.” . . . 
But that night, under my mosquito net, I had a      
visitation from God-something like those shepherds 
must have had on the hills of Bethlehem. 
 
There were no angels, and no bright lights. But as I 
lay there in my hammock, desperately homesick, I 
felt I heard God say, “My son, this is what       

Christmas is all about. Jesus 
left heaven and on Christmas 
morning He woke up in the 
‘wrong place’-a stable in    
Bethlehem. Christmas means 
leaving home, not going home. 
My only begotten Son did not 
come home for Christmas-He 
left home to be with you.”             
Christmas, and everything 
about true Bible-believing 
Christianity, is all about God 
and His greatness (including 
God’s Greatest                  
Commandment, to love God 
and love others:  
Matthew 22:36-40, and God’s 

Great Commission, to go into all the world to share 
God’s love with others: Matthew 28:19, Mark 
16:15). 
 
As your family is trying decide where to spend 
Christmas this year, remember to keep the big    
picture in your mind, and in your heart. 
Christmas is about so much more than our 
home, our family and our “rights”.  
The true meaning of Christmas centers on the    
reality of God’s home in heaven (because that’s 
why Jesus came), and loving people into His family, 
and surrendering our “rights” to Him, so others can 
go to heaven too. 

A Christmas Story from South America 

Excerpt from Ruth Tucker’s book From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya 



the Lord to open the doors for me to  witness 
to somebody.  The first 2-3 months though, 
He has not opened any doors so I rest in His 
presence.  They gave me so many meds to 
combat cramping and nausea that I sleep 
most of the time. 

What do you do mentally during these 
times? 

I do rehearse scriptures that I have        
memorized over the years in my “awake  
moments”.  I always carry with me little 
booklets to give away if God opens the door.  
The word of God is what sustains and 
strengthens me. 

How do you, or can you, calm the fears of 
others? 

When I encounter people who are afraid, I 
share my testimony with them and pray with 
them. 

How do your conversations with God go? 

My conversations with God are mostly about 
my husband, my children and grandchildren 
and friends who are all going through        
difficult times. I seldom  concentrate on    
myself.  Over the years I have learned to 
know my God through bible studies on the 
names of God, His attributes and by reading 
through my bible every year.  So, I know He is 
in control of my life and I trust Him                
completely with the  outcome, good or bad.  
I just want Him to be glorified in my life.  I 
never ask Him why.  In fact, before this      
happened, we had been so blessed with a 
good life, good health, good children that I 
kept asking “why not me”? 

We’re all familiar with the wise men’s journey 
but here is one journey happening right now 
in Amador County.  This journey is by a very 
special person – Francie Monk.   

The following questions to and answers from 
Francie are specific to her journey with the 
Lord and her outreach and dealings with  
others as she confronts cancer. 

Our hope is that you would share this with 
loved ones and friends who might be going 
through this journey too. 

What was your first reaction when you knew 
you had cancer? 

When I first heard I had cancer, it felt surreal.  I 
thought it was also in my liver since I had 
jaundice and dark urine.  I was sure that was 
the end of my life.  I was not scared; I was 
very much at peace and ready to be with   
Jesus.  Later on, thinking about leaving Ron 
(her husband) all alone, I was very sad and I 
asked the Lord to heal me so that I could be 
with him longer.  That is the only factor that 
made me want to fight for my life.  Then I 
learned that my bile ducts were obstructed 
and that the cancer was not in my liver so I 
was ready to face chemo therapy. 

What have you shared with others during 
treatments? 

The Lord opened many opportunities when I 
was in the hospital.  I was able to share His 
love with many patients, doctors, nurses,  
technicians, cleaning lady etc.  It was     
amazing all the open doors He placed in front 
of me.  So, it was spiritually very exciting to 
see God work in my life in such a way. 

What do you do spiritually during these 
times? 

Every time I go for my chemo infusion, I ask 

THE JOURNEY -Duke Foster 

Continued on next page 



Does fear come and go? 

I never have fear because perfect love casts away 
fear.  And Gods perfect love for me fills me with 
peace and hope. 

How has family and/or friends supported you? 

I have had so much support from my family – our 
daughter, who is a nurse, spent three months here 
with us and took care of everything.  Our son was 
also able to spend three weeks with us.  Ron has 
been an amazing and loving support.  He is my 
rock and his faith is strong in the Lord.  I have so 
many friends supporting me with prayers, songs, 
scriptures of encouragement, I am blessed beyond 
measure. 

How do you react when someone says I’m sorry?  

When people say they are sorry I tell them it’s OK.  
God has it all under control. 

What scriptures and/or readings have supported 
you? 

So many scriptures have comforted me.  I love the 
Psalms and I love the whole word of God.  He talks 
to me through it and I always find the encourage-
ment I need. (Psalms 91, 27, 23, 119 and many more) 

What can you tell others that are battling cancer? 

I can tell others that are battling with cancer that 
God is sufficient for all their needs.  I tell them that 
God’s grace is real and available every time we cry 
for help. 

 

What can you tell the non-believer? 

I would tell the same thing to the unbelievers after 
telling them that God loves them so much, He 
came down to earth to save them for their sins. 

 

All in all, God is faithful and He never disappoints.  
Even when we are faithless, He remains faithful! 

Continued from previous page 



As we come to the end of the year, it is a 
healthy practice to reflect on all the ways 
God has revealed Himself and blessed us…
we ponder what He has taught us and how 
we have grown, whether through  victories 
or failures, loss or gain, rest or pain. We are 
also left to contemplate all the ways the 
world continues to evolve and look ahead to 
how we can keep on learning, adjusting, and 
navigating the ever-shifting sands of the 
culture around us, especially as we            
endeavor to raise our kids to live in the world 
but not be of the world. 

I frequently ask myself what legacy I am 
passing on to my kids…what gift have I       
already given them and what will I have left 
to them when I am gone? That all depends 
on the investments we make as parents. In 
the physical world, many work hard to build 
up assets and a financial nest egg to pass 
on to their children. We work hard to provide 
the necessities for life, but after that, we 
must make some decisions about what    
investments are most important to our    
children. If we go so far in our investment in 
the material world that we neglect our       
investment in the spiritual world, in the  
Kingdom of God, what does it profit our   
children when they gain a legacy of material 
wealth if they are left in spiritual poverty? 
Throughout their lives, we make deposits  
into both physical bank accounts and      
spiritual bank accounts…it is that spiritual 
bank  account that is eternal, that neither 
moth nor rust  destroy, while the assets and 
money are temporary and fleeting. God 

calls us as parents to invest in the spiritual 
bank account of each of our kids, to leave them 
a godly legacy. A material legacy is great, but a 
spiritual legacy cannot be neglected, which in 
some cases means cutting into the material 
legacy. Many have given up wealth to spend 
more time with their kids or to serve the Lord 
with their kids in ministry that doesn’t pay      
financially but pays massive dividends in the 
end and for  eternity. The world would say that 
is a waste. God says it is wise and               
praiseworthy…the best investment and the  
richest legacy we can pass on to our kids. But 
here are a few points to keep in mind: 

 

• As you invest in your own walk with the Lord, 
you are simultaneously investing in the  
spiritual lives of your kids…staying closely 
connected to our Heavenly Father refines us 
and resources us to be the mothers and       
fathers best suited for our kids.  

• Investing in your marriage, which is a        
reflection of our covenant relationship with 
God, is also a vital legacy to leave for your 
kids.  

• Be intentional to take what God is teaching 
you and pass it on to your kids. If you are too 
busy, make spiritual investment in your kids 
a priority and cut out whatever you can that 
is cutting into your time or energy needed 
for shepherding your kids. Single parents, do 
the best you can, cling to God, and give 
yourself grace…try to find godly men and 
women to come 
alongside you in 
this. 

-Dana Krieshok 
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• You will not do it perfectly. No matter how 
wonderful our childhoods may have been, 
our parents weren’t perfect and left us 
with wounds to address and overcome…
they were humans with feet of clay trying 
to navigate their own wounds, big or 
small. We also have feet of clay, but we 
love our kids and do the best we can. The 
best we can do is cling to God, seek     
wisdom in Him and His Word, be on guard 
and cling to Truth in a world that is       
perverting and attacking Truth, even     
infiltrating the church, and pray without 
ceasing. But give yourself grace,          
apologize to your kids when needed, and 
keep the lines of communication with 
them open. God’s grace is bigger than 
your inevitable mistakes…you are            
responsible to go to God to make    
changes in yourself and to ask for          
forgiveness from your kids, but the rest is 
between God and our kids. God knows our 
weaknesses and He knows our hearts, 
and, like with us and our own parents, God 
will use those parenting mistakes to grow 
and refine our kids if they allow Him to. 

• Which leads to the next point…our job is to 
spiritually invest in our kids, to leave that 
legacy, that gift, that deposit in their    
spiritual bank accounts, but we cannot 
force them to draw upon it or use it. That 
will be between them and God. You are 
responsible to make the deposit and 
leave the legacy, but it is your child’s     
responsibility to guard that deposit, to 
apply it and use it wisely. This is a point of 
surrender, but also a place of rest…you 
cannot control that, so leave it in God’s 
capable hands…yes, easier said than 
done. Grieve your regrets, celebrate a job 

well done in other areas, and surrender 
it all to the Lord. 

Your children are special, valuable, 
precious, unique, and the apple of 
God’s eye, and while they each have a 
unique story of purpose that God has 
written before they were conceived, 
they are part of a bigger story…God’s 
story. We can tend to focus on “my  
story” or “my child’s story”, but in the 
grand scheme of things, none of us are 
the focal point nor the main             
character…God is. In essence, we begin 
to write the story of our kids’ lives as we 
raise and shepherd them, but we don’t 
get to  finish the story even though we 
have ideas of how we want that story 
to end. That is up to them and God, and 
God knows their whole story in ways we 
as parents have no idea. Pour into their 
stories as much of Jesus as you can…
make that spiritual investment, leave 
that legacy, then surrender them to the 
One who is writing the grand story. Pray 
for your kids to discover and embrace 
that God is not just part of their story, 
but that they are part of God’s story. 

 

-Dana 



6—Jim & Kathleen Fuente 

7—Robert & Claudia Coats 

9—Andre & Elke Pieterse 

31—Sam & Kim Aronovsky 

Happy Anniversary 

December 2022 
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1st: Rosemary Jordan 

1st: Harry Richardson 

4th: Julianne Allen 

4th: Andy Deherrera 

5th: Artina Parkyn 

6th: Timothy Bowman 

8th: Case Cazadd 

8th: Cathy Hall 

12th: Denise Ancar 

13th: JoAnn Richard 

13th: Carlene Garrison 

13th: Holly Gommeringer 

14th: Brent Roberts 

15th: Betty Wolchow 

17th: Benjamin Kinne 

17th:  Letitia Sexton 

17th:  Josh Pera 

19th:  Nik Smith 

20th:  Marlene Throssel 

22nd: David Riley 

24th:  Judy Ferrell 

27th: Dinzel Riley 

28th: Nathan Wiebe 

29th: Robert Parkyn 

 

O come, all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him 

Born the King of Angels!  

O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him 

O come, let us adore Him 

Christ the Lord  


