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Welcome to Church…A Place for the Sick
Story adapted from unknown source

A family is hurriedly getting ready on a Sunday morning
to leave for church. The healthy options for breakfast
are discarded for a fruit snack and juice box for the kids
and a cup of coffee for mom and dad. “Don’t judge, at
least we are going to church” mom tells herself as she
imagines the potential looks
she may receive. The dad is
waiting out in the car and
gives a double tap on the
horn to hurry the pace.
Two kids are on their way
out the door and the
youngest is standing in the
hall with a particular look
on his face that any parent
immediately recognizes.
Before she can turn him
toward the bathroom and
avoid the inevitable, out it comes – the remnants of last
night’s dinner and whatever had been imbibed this
morning. “Uggggh! Really? Now?” the mom thinks to
herself as she consoles the whimpering toddler.
“Well, I guess we are gonna watch the live stream this
week” she concludes as she steps out and waives the
entourage back into the house. “Lord, why can’t a
Sunday morning be easy?” mom ponders as she gets her
soiled toddler changed as dad mops up the mess on the
floor.

—Pastor Mark Johnson

15 minutes later, said toddler is humming a happy
tune playing with Legos. The two older siblings are
sitting on the couch but still dressed for church. Dad
is heating up some water to make tea as they
prepare to settle in at home. Surveying the scene,
Mom looks at her watch
and assesses the changed
demeanor of the now
fully recovered child. “I
think we can still make it
to church if we leave now.
I think he’s okay.”
Into the car they all pile
once again. Green lights
all the way – “Thank you
Lord!” All together they
approach the front door
passing by the coffee cart
and welcome banner. The
older siblings go through the door with dad on their
heels. Mom, with toddler in tow, is not far behind
when she feels a little tug as her 4-year-old slows to
a stop, bends forward and launches once again an
unexpected rejection of partially digested breakfast.
As mom rinses away the mess with a borrowed
pitcher of water from the coffee cart she
embarrassingly jokes to the onlooking volunteers,
“not exactly the message you want visitors to see” as
she attempts to erase the faux pax.
Continued on next page
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Or…maybe this IS the message we want
visitors to see.
None of us have it together. All of us feel
overwhelmed at times. We just need to
simply know that God sees. That Jesus
understands. That the Spirit of God is
present even in life’s messiness. There is
something to be said about normalizing
vulnerability, humility, and poverty in our
day-to-day Christian experience. This is
the heart of the gospel. It is not how
“together” we are in our lives as much as
how much God loves us in our weakness.
This is the kind of “welcome” that God
wants us all to embrace.
Give yourself a break today. God loves you
right where you are. And that is enough.
—Pastor Mark

GOD IS IN CONTROL
There was a time in my ministry that I placed a lot of
pressure upon myself to do things as perfectly as I
could. As you can attest, I am far from perfect, and I
had to learn that God was in control of His Church
services much more than I was. It took quite a while
for me to rest in that fact. But over time, I realized
more and more that He had a plan for each service
and a plan for each person in attendance. Inevitably
though, the mistakes would occur, and I would be
disappointed in myself thinking that I somehow let
everyone in the entire church down all at once, or
worse yet, I let the Lord Himself down. It was at those
times that I was shocked to hear that the music
touched somebody somehow, or that the mistake that
I had made, God somehow utilized it for His purpose.
Today, it is no surprise to me that God uses an
imperfect servant for His glory. When I worship, I am
reminded that God is in control and the best thing for
me to do, is to simply get out of His way, and let Him
do whatever He's going to do inside of His service.
This applies when I am feeling down, depressed,
tired, irritated, frustrated, or the absolute inverse. I
don’t have a lot to offer on my own, but when I
relinquish myself to God, He uses me simply because
I am available. My desire is to have Him find me in
that condition both in plenty and in want. If anything
good happens in our worship time on Sunday
mornings it can all be traced back to God choosing to
work through us because we were available. I
continually learn this over and over and it is a big
reason why I love to serve.

- Pastor Jonathan Casas

So, what do we do when life has us worrying? Here are a
few things that might help:
1. Continually remind yourself that God is in control.
When we start buying into the idea that chaos is
surrounding us, we might remember that anxiety loves
company, and it can spread to others and other areas of
our life. When we remind ourselves that God oversees the
universe and every problem that concerns it, we can be
freed from our pressure by allowing God to use us the way
He sees fit. When things around us begin to get crazy and
chaotic, that is when remembering to submit to God’s
sovereignty is a good idea. When problems come,
anticipating God is sovereign teaches us to rely on Him
through the problem. Sometimes, He waits for us to submit
before we see Him working. Psalm 146:10 says: “The
LORD reigns forever …”
2. Look to God for His direction and help. When we
don’t have the answers and we don’t know where to turn,
look up. God has the answer. Pray. Leave your problems
in God’s hands to solve. The psalmist (34:6-7) gives this
testimony: “This poor man called, and the LORD heard
him; He saved him out of all his troubles the Angel of
the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and he
delivers them.” We have worried a lot in our lives about a
great many things. But we can glean from people like
David who testified to the peace and power of giving His
problems to the Lord. The Psalms are riddled with David
first worrying and lamenting, then being delivered by His
transformative faith in a sovereign Lord.
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3. Rely upon Him for strength and courage.
When we want to give up trying to carry the load,
solving the problems, and thinking that it is our job
to fix it all, that is when we need to seek the Lord
for guidance and peace. Psalm 68:19 says:
“Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who
daily bears our burdens.” We become recipients
of courage from His providence and protection
when we realize God is on the journey with us!
What peace, comfort, and freedom it gives us to
know that we are never alone, and He shoulders
our burdens and carries our sorrows!
4. Fight the temptation to worry and despair.
Refuse to let Satan work us into a frenzy. Use
prayer and petition to strengthen the moment.
Don’t be tempted by pity-parties, anger, revenge,
or discouragement. As a matter of fact, praise Him
through the trial rejoicing in the knowledge He has
already determined what to do on our behalf.
Worship in despair is an indicator to God that we
are ready and focused, reliant on Him for His
direction and answers. Try to remember what
Nehemiah (8:10) said: “The joy of the Lord is my
strength.” Worry and despair only make things
worse. Instead, let Nehemiah 8:10 ring true in your
life.
5. Worship Him privately and daily in Bible
reading, prayer, song, and meditation. When
we drink of the well of God’s Word, we will not get
thirsty. Finding a quiet place to communicate with
the One who gave us life is the perfect remedy for
worry. Sometimes we are so busy that we forget
to watch and listen for the Holy Spirit to direct and
to guide us. How poor we are if we miss His
moving and calling on our lives. Read Psalm 84
for more encouragement today. Seek Him and
you will find Him!

Friday, December 9th at 5:30

We’re coming up on that special time of
year again where we gather as a church

family over a catered meal to reflect on
the past year and look forward to the
next.
We are now taking sign ups for both
table hosts & attendees! Those who host
a table will receive free admission!

A Thanksgiving Tale
By Lois Johnson

When Columbus sailed the ocean blue in 1492,
I was not there and I’m presupposing
Neither were you.
Whether he was first to discover land here
It’s too late to know if
He was the first to appear.
Columbus staked his claim
And history books recorded his fame.

Yes, God is indeed in control. In all the pieces of
our lives, from beginning to end, we can trust
Him. Give Him all your hopes and dreams, all
your fears and failures. He is God. He will use us
if we follow Him and look to Him for answers. He
is our loving Father, a very present help in time of
need. He watches over us and is still Lord over all
that we see.

-Pastor Jonathan

Indians greeted Columbus and crew
So if the Indians were the first to grow crops,
Roast turkeys and make a living,
Then perhaps Columbus only declared a day,
That America now knows as

T H A N K S G I V I N G! !

BURNOUT (Part 1)
-Duke Foster
Have you been there? Have you pursued
something and given it all you’ve got only to
fall flat?
In looking at various explanations of burnout it
is commonly described as an exhausted state
in which a person loses interest in a particular
activity and even in life in general. Burnout is
a state of emotional, physical, social, and
spiritual exhaustion. It can lead to diminished
health, social withdrawal, depression, and a
spiritual malaise. Burnout can happen
anywhere. It is the result of overwhelming
demands or responsibilities, either placed on
us by others or by ourselves, that we simply
cannot bear. So, what does the Bible say
about burnout?
As I tackle this subject, I must share with you
family that I’m experiencing this right now. To
be truthful, it’s been on-going for a while.
A few years back, during our Elders meetings,
we spent some time discussing transparency.
So, you say “What does that have to do with
burnout”? From my perspective, it’s keeping
our self-imposed disciplines and expectations
within or from what others expect of us. We
take on a particular task or role that we, and
we alone, must perform. (That word ‘perform’
bothers me but stay with me).
I also think that many of us fall prey to
self-reliance. We are gifted in a particular way
and recognize that God has given us this or
that gift so we go with it. The problem is ‘we
go for it’ knowing full well that HE gave us that
gift. Here is the rub! It’s not about me, myself
and I! We must recognize that HE and HE
alone directs us.
Matthew 11:28-30 is where we must go;
Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light". Is that wonderful or
what? The kicker is to do what He says
“come to Me ….”

OK, OK you say but it’s not easy during these
times of exhaustion, disillusionment and lack of
interest. In Mark 6:31 He told his disciples to
come away to a desolate place and rest.
Stop for a minute and reflect on Moses, David,
even in a funny way, Jonah. If anyone had a
reason for burnout, how about Jesus? But wait.
What did He say “Not my will but Yours be
done”? Hello!
And then there are these words in Hebrews
12, “And let us run with
perseverance the
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy
set before him he endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.
Consider him who endured
such
opposition from sinners, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart"
Talk about a great topic – What does relying on
Jesus look like to you? Is it:
•

Examine our hearts

•

Removing the idol of self-reliance

•

Looking to Him for what He would have you
do

•

Allowing Him to approve of some down time
or health recreation

•

Scripture meditation i.e., Proverbs 3:5-6
GOD IS MORE INTERESTED
IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH
HIM THAN HE IS IN OUR
WORK, ROLE, POSITION,
DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
October 9 – November 13
The mission of
Operation Christmas Child is
to provide God’s love in a
tangible way to children in need
around the world, and together
with the local church worldwide
to share the Good News of
Jesus Christ.
Samaritan’s Purse
provides churches and
ministries around the world with
evangelism and discipleship
opportunities to reach children
with the Gospel.
Samaritan’s Purse
began collecting shoebox gifts
in 1993 in response to a
request to fill shoeboxes with
gifts for children in war-torn
Bosnia. Within weeks, the
church had assembled 11,000
gift filled shoeboxes.
Combined with additional shoebox gifts from Canada
Samaritan’s Purse sent 28,000
shoebox gifts for children in
Bosnia that Christmas.
Since 1993, more than
178 million children in over
160 countries and
territories have received a
shoebox. In 2022 Samaritan’s
Purse plans to collect enough
shoebox gifts to reach an
additional 11 million children in
more than 100 countries.

EVERY shoebox gift provides an
opportunity for evangelism and discipleship leading
to the multiplication of new
believers and churches around
the world.
LOCAL CHRISTIANS are
trained through the Ministry
Partner Guide. These local
Christians share the Gospel
through an outreach event,
inviting children to trust in
Jesus. For many the shoebox
gift may be the only present
they ever receive. Your
prayers are essential.
A donation of $10.00 is
critical for the project to help
cover collecting, shipping and
processing as well as ministry
partner training and materials
should go in every box.
Plan to pack durable,
quality, and fun items that will
last and bring a child joy. Begin
with a shoe box. Select a
quality “WOW” item.
Personalize your shoebox gift
with a photo and note to the
recipient.
Most Important: PRAY!
Finally, another option to
participate in this ministry is to
donate $25.00 to our Church
Project Leaders (Rose and
Janice) and they will pack a
shoe box for you. How easy is
that?

Children’s Ministry

Fall Festival Outreach
God’s hand was once
again on our Annual Fall Festival
Outreach this Halloween
Eve! Meeting and greeting
hundreds of costumed, candyseeking trick-or-treaters, the Grace
Fellowship family was there as a
light to share the gospel and the
love of Christ, along with games,
hot drinks, popcorn, and buckets of
candy. While catering to children
and families, the Fall Festival Outreach has truly been an all-church
event where everyone in the body
has come together year after year
to be a beacon of light, and it is
gratifying to know that we are a
treat for the people who come
through and look forward to our
being there on Main Street,
Jackson! What a joy to be out on
that mission field once a year, to
be expected, and to have the
privilege of sharing God’s message
of love, light, and salvation! Thank
you to ALL who came out to run a
game booth, hand out popcorn,
candy, cupcakes, and drinks, set up
and tear down, or donate candy or
other items to make this all a
smashing success…this cannot
happen without YOU! You assured
that over a thousand people had
the gospel, the sweetest treat of
all, placed in their goody bags!
Dana Krieshok

As a young child I remember singing a song, “Who can do, who can do, who can do anything? Nobody but my Lord
and Master.” He is the God of miracles, blessings and answered prayers. In this letter, we would like to share with
you some of the amazing things God has done in our lives and ministries so far this year. He is ALWAYS faithful!

Godfrey

Godfrey is the young man who broke both bones in his leg, and his
wrist, while painting our house. Many of you have prayed for him
and have given towards helping him with his many medical needs
and survival. God is so good to help Godfrey’s injuries heal. He
still has some months of healing ahead of him, but God is faithful!
Please pray for Godfrey and his walk with Jesus.

These men are our guards who work on the different missionary
properties. Some work the day shift and some at night. We appreciate
their hard work. God is faithful to supply for their daily needs. Please
pray for our guards as they work to keep the missionaries and families
safe during the day and night time. The lady is Jackie. She is the Guard
Supervisor.

4th of July
The 4th of July isn’t celebrated in Uganda, but we couldn’t
let the day go by without a little tradition. Many of our
friends had not experienced roasting hot dogs! God has
been so faithful to our homeland and we pray for Him to be
honored and adored.
Kenneth and Leonard continue to print for God’s Glory! The Print Shop recently printed for
some new ministries. Imagine having an opportunity to print the Book of Matthew in the
Jumjum language of South Sudan! Or, the thrill that they received by printing Deuteronomy,
Ruth, Psalms and Proverbs in the Uganda language of Lubwisi!
God continues to be faithful in allowing us to print for His Glory and to build His Kingdom.
The baking ministry has been quite slow these last months, but I am excited about some
future prospects that have been presented to me. Markets are reopening and I have been
asked to take part in a monthly standing order that will continue to grow this ministry. In
spite of the slow months, God has still given me opportunities to be a blessing to others.
God is so faithful and is blessing me to the fullest.

Hopson Family Update
Kaleb & Daelynn
Kaleb and Daelynn are doing well in the Kansas City area. Kaleb continues to work as an HVAC
technician and continues to advance in the company. God has been faithful to give Kaleb
amazing skills being able to be trained and certified in the HVAC system, working with his hands.
He enjoys fixing things and finding solutions to problems.
Daelynn has been working hard as a nurse and has almost finished her final class for her BSN.
She is a Registered Nurse at the University of Kansas Hospital and has been taking on extra
hours. God has been faithful to help Daelynn work long hours and still be able to finish her
classes.
We pray that the Lord will keep them safe as they work in sometimes risky situations.

Emilee
Emilee has been living in Kansas for several months now, after leaving Uganda in January. She has been working at a Hy-Vee
grocery store, but recently has received word that she has been hired to be an Animal Services Officer, which is a branch of the
Kansas State Police Department. She is excited for this new opportunity to use her love for animals and use her Social Work
degree. God is so faithful to give her this opportunity!
We pray for the Lord’s blessings and direction for Emilee.

Austin & Sarah
Austin and Sarah are doing well. Just last month, they moved to Bowling Green, Ohio from
Chattanooga, Tennessee. They found a house to rent online!
There is never a dull moment with these two. In July, they went to Canada for a friend’s
wedding and Austin ended up having to have an emergency appendectomy! God provided in
some amazing ways in that whole situation. He is faithful!
Sarah has begun working on her Masters in Theater and Austin was recently hired at a juvenile
rehabilitation center. We pray that the Lord would help them in these new challenges.

Urgent Prayer Need
Late on September 4th, about 60 feet of our back wall collapsed because of
faulty construction of our neighbor’s water drainage, behind our wall. Walls
are a big deal in Kampala. This 10 foot wall helps keep us safe from thieves
and serves as a barrier and property border. Engineers and Contractors
have been contacted and plans are being made to rebuild the wall and
make it as structurally sound as possible. This needs to be done as quickly as possible so that our security measures are
strong again and feelings of vulnerability are lessened.
Please pray that the wall will be built soon. God is faithful and we know His plans are always the best.

C O N N E C T I O N

November 2022

7— Keith & Denise Ancar
1— Lori Caires

10— Michael Boesch

2— Bob Swett

11— Jason Chadwick

4— DeAnn Fine

13— Neil Heath

5— Kim Johnson

16— Michael Johnson

5— Michael Cavalli Sr

17— Annie Hooper

5— JoAnn Ramsey
7— Jackie Gonsolis
8— Ashley Catto

8— Jason King Jr.
9— Michael Cavalli Jr.

7— Brian & Sarah Whaling
18— Michael & Kim Johnson
30— Sal & Renee Beazie

21— Kim Aronovsky
24— Gailan Deherrerra
26— Patrick Hauser
29— Steve Pera

30— Teena Bates

Watch for coming event in
December for Prime Timer’s as
we close out this year of
“Musicals”!

