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UNDERSTANDING MY IDENTITY AND VALUE

Growing up, an important part of
our emotional development is to
learn how to develop a sense of
our value and identity within a
community.   We must understand
how to give and receive love.   We
learn how to contribute to the
community and the importance of
everyone playing their  part .   We
learn how to give help and receive
help.   We learn the value of self-
sacrif ice for the good of the
community.   We learn what is our
responsibi l i ty and what is not our
responsibi l i ty .  We learn that hard
work pays off  and those who
persevere are rewarded.  Though
our contribution varies according
to our abil i ty ,  we al l  have a place
in the community,  and we al l  have
value.

However,  often underdeveloped is
our sense of value apart from our
contribution to the community
around us.   When we fai l  to
recognize and appreciate our
intr insic value,  we can f ind
ourselves in an identity crisis .   We
feel particularly vulnerable to this
crisis of value when our
contribution to the community is
suddenly altered.  We are injured, 
we get sick, we retire, we grow old –
and our contribution is surpassed
by others who are younger,
healthier, or more skilled.

To navigate these inevitable times
of limitation we must have a
healthy understanding that we
have an identity and value apart
from our abilities, performance,
and contribution to the community
around us.
Where does our intrinsic value
come from?  How do we measure
it?

This is where Christians have an
advantage.  We are told by God
himself that our identity and
value are assigned by him, the
creator and sustainer of all things.  
In the beginning, God said of
humanity – “Let us create man in
our image – male and female”
(Gen 1:26-27). Upon no other
aspect of creation did God set
this designation of identity.  We
are, apart from and above all
creation, made in the image of
God.  Pretty cool!

If that weren’t enough, God
demonstrates our intrinsic value
apart from our performance by
sending his one and only Son to die
on the cross to rescue us from the
judgment of sin.  He did this while

~Pastor Mark Johnson

we had NOTHING to contribute
toward our own rescue.  The life of
his only Son is the value he places
on us.  This reality, when fully
understood, should leave us utterly
speechless!

We all have value.  There is the
value of our relative contribution to
our community (ie. household,
workplace, church, etc.).  In this we
strive to improve and increase our
contribution.  In addition, we must
also strive to understand and
appreciate the intrinsic value we
have been assigned by God.  

Through this we can truly love one
another as we recognize both the
value of contribution and the
intrinsic identity and value that God
has assigned.  In this we can live in
true community.



WATER WALKERS

~ Pastor Jonathan Casas

“During the fourth watch of the night
Jesus went forth to them, walking on
the lake.  When the disciples saw him
walking on the lake,  they were terr i f ied.
“ It ’s a ghost ,”  they said,  and cried out
in fear.

Then Peter got down out of the boat,
walked on the water and come toward
Jesus.
                           (Matthew 14:25-29)

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take
courage! It is I, don’t be afraid!” “Lord if it’s
you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you
on the water.”  “Come,” he said.

John Ortberg wrote his best-selling book
entitled, “If you want to walk on water, you
have to get out the boat”. He refers to
people of faith as ‘Water Walkers.’ He tells us
that for all those who want to walk on water
there is only one requirement; you have
to get out the boat!  Of al l  the disciples,
Peter is the only one who experienced the
thri l l  of  being able to do something that
he could never have done by staying in his
boat.

As Christ ians we bel ieve that God is the
God of our impossible! Here is what some
renowned Christ ian leaders of the past
have said:

“You do not test the resources of God unti l
you try the impossible.”   
 – F .B.  Meyer (Bible Teacher)
“We have a God who del ights in
impossibi l i t ies.”  
 – Andrew Murray (Bible Teacher)

“God loves with a great love the person
whose heart is bursting with a sublime
passion for the impossible.”  
 – Wil l iam Booth (Founder of the Salvation
Army)

“Do not pray for easy tasks;  pray to be
stronger as a person. Do not pray for tasks
equal to your power;  pray for power equal
to your tasks – then what you do is not a
miracle,  but rather who you are is the
miracle.”  
           – Phi l l ips Brooks (Pastor) 

These are great words for us to think
about.  God calls us al l  to walk by faith.  But
it  is so much easier to stay in the boat.  For
in the boat there is safety,  comfort ,  and
the companionship of others.
 

It may be that God is calling you to be a
“water walker” today and to trust Him for
life’s impossibilities. And when we hear His
voice calling to us, “Come!” perhaps you feel
yourself gripping the side of the boat until
your knuckles are white and your fingers
start to hurt.

So,  what made the difference for Peter?
He saw Christ walking on the water ,  and
with a simple faith he bel ieved if  Jesus
wanted him to ‘Come’ he would enable
him to do so! But not only did He see
Christ and bel ieve,  He heard Christ and
believed! He heard the voice of Jesus say
to his bel ieving heart “Come” and so he
got out of the boat!  That’s a pretty
incredible demonstration of faith!

Yes,  but he started to sink… t i l l  he got his
eyes back on Jesus! As we endeavor to
please Jesus with our l ives,  may we too be
wil l ing to ‘take the step’ we need to take
in order to trust God for that 
 ‘ impossibi l i ty ’ ,  in our l ives.



DWELL
The other morning, I  awoke and found myself
worrying over a situation that appeared to
be putting me into a squeeze play that
obligated me to pay for something I  wasn’t
expecting.  I  probably wasn’t  awake for more
than a few minutes when the word ‘Dwell ’
took over my thinking.  I  began talking to Him
about my situation and al l  I  heard was –
dwell .   Being a l i tt le slow on the draw I
real ized He was gett ing my attention.

It  wasn’t  “come to me and I ’ l l  give you rest .”  
 OR Don’t  worry about anything,  pray about
everything.  I  rol led al l  the verses I  could
think of through my brain but they just didn’t
grab.  Have you been there?  

How about one of the most encouraging
verses from Psalms – “He who dwells in the
shelter of the Most High wil l  abide in the
shadow of the Almighty.”   Abide,  dwell ,
reside,  there you have it !   

Once you’ve locked horns with this in your
mind and keep it  in the forefront of your
thoughts,  i t ’s  a l i fe r ing that can’t  be
destroyed. 

I t ’s  real ly an unsurpassed comfort zone and
shelter that this old world could not even
attempt to drum up.  

So,  you’re thinking about this as I  have (I
hope).   We have to take it  to the next step
or level – move it  from your thoughts to
action.   Just get quiet with Him and ask
Him that you want that shelter ,  love and
protection that only comes from Him.

When we really have this planted in our
mind and release our anxieties to Him,
BINGO! It  takes that old hymn – What a
fr iend we have in Jesus to new heights.  

Dwell ing in the shadow of the Almighty
is a 24-hour experience or amazing l i fe
style for al l  of  us who love Him.  I t ’s  not
l ike running under a tree when it ’s hot.  
 I t ’s  hanging with Him and really feel ing
the indwell ing of the Holy Spir it .   Do I
hear and amen?  

How about Psalms 91 :2 “He alone is my
refuge, my place of safety,  He is my
God, and I  trust Him.”  Read that again.   
That’s i t !  

OK you say but what about when the
going gets tough?  He is always there for
us amid those t imes.  Remember to not
lean on your own understanding.  Dive on
your knees or lay f lat on your back and
cry out to Him.

I  bel ieve it ’s al l  about att itude and
surrender.   Any of us who are constantly
thinking and talking with God wil l  r ise
above anything this old world throws at
us.   Take a moment and read Isaiah 25:4  
Psalms 36:7,  27:5,  and especial ly 18:2.  

So,  by dwell ing in His presence, we f ind
security ,  unimaginable love,  protection,
care and comfort .

For me the steps are; Think,  L isten,  Obey
and Do!  The Dwell ing Place is where to
be!

 ~Duke Foster

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

Psalm 91:1



“THE SOUND OF MUSIC”!  
OCTOBER 8TH 

 
WE’LL BE TRANSPORTED TO

AUSTRIA WHERE YOU’LL HIKE IN
AMIDST THE "GEMUTLICHKEIT"
OF THIS SPECIAL PLACE.   THE

VON TRAPP FAMILY WILL
WELCOME YOU AND A DELICIOUS

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED IN OUR
GASTHAUS.  SAVE THE DATE AND

WATCH FOR SIGNUPS!

Prime Timer’s Luncheon! Women's Ministry 
Christmas Boutique

Save the date:
Saturday November

12th, 2022

Vendor packets will be ready
for you to pick up in the next
couple of weeks. Sign up and

reserve your spot!



WHO:  GRACE FELLOWSHIP AMADOR

WHAT :  OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD COLLECTION SEASON

WHEN :   OCTOBER 16,  2022 – NOVEMBER 13,  2022   EVERY
SUNDAY

WHERE:  FRONT LOBBY FOYER

HOW:  ROSE JORDAN WILL PROVIDE SHOE BOXES,  MAILING
LABELS,  INFORMATION AND SMILES

THE AMAZING JOURNEY OF A
SIMPLE SHOEBOX GIFT begins
with You and Results in
Evangelism, Discipleship,  and
Mult ipl ication.   From children
to seniors,  people pack
shoebox gifts each year to
bless chi ldren in need around
the world.   Parents often use
the project to teach their
chi ldren about giving.  Year-
round volunteers support
these efforts across our
nation.  Thousands of
volunteers serve annually
inspecting and preparing
shoeboxes for international
shipping.

Every hour work stops for a 
few minutes to pray for the
children who wil l  receive the
boxes.  Each box is l i teral ly
soaked in prayer.  Start ing with
You.  Long before shoeboxes
arrive in more than 100
countries,  volunteer National
Leadership Teams train
pastors and community
leaders who want to share the
message of the Gospel and
bless chi ldren.  The leaders
learn how to host chi ld-
fr iendly outreach events,  and
how to implement The Greatest
Journey fol low-up discipleship
program. Pastors around
the world host outreach events
in places where people may
not know Christ and invite
them to fol low Him. Other
churches use the boxes as
resources for outreach in
orphanages and other at-risk
areas.  In many places,  they
also offer The Greatest Gift ,  a
Gospel story booklet
Samaritans Purse developed
for shoebox recipients,  and
invite chi ldren to participate in
The Greatest Journey
discipleship program.

As a result  of what they learn in The
Greatest Journey,  boys and gir ls grow in
Christ and share with fr iends and family.
The students also invite others to their
graduations where the Gospel is shared.
This often brings parents,  s ibl ings,  and
friends to accept Christ and become
active members in the local church.
Famil ies are reached, churches grow new
churches are started,  and communities
are transformed. IT ALL STARTS WITH YOU! 
 Join what God is doing and pack a
shoebox.
Pick up a box,  label and instructions in
the front lobby foyer Choose recipient:  
 Boy/Gir l/Age and f i l l  with gifts “Pray
without ceasing” (1  Thess.  5: 17) for the
child who wil l  receive your shoebox gift .
Please also pray for their  family to be
receptive to the Good News of Jesus
Christ ,   the pastor of the church who
delivers the shoebox and their
community to be transformed.
Donate $10.  Per Shoebox – crit ical to
cover shipping and project costs.
Drop off  the shoe box on or before
November 13,  2022
Ways to Volunteer:
Volunteering with Operation Christmas
Child can take many forms but has one
purpose – to bring the Gospel to chi ldren
in need around the world:   Year-Round
Volunteers,  Project Leader helpers,
Processing Center Volunteers,  Drop-Off
Location Volunteers.  Contact Janice
Cavaliere or Rose Jordan for more
information i f  interested – so many
opportunit ies!

Some of the
destinations for
Grace Fel lowship
shoeboxes in 2021
were Phi l ippines,
Ukraine,  Mexico,
Unnamed Regions.

Grace Fel lowship Amador donated 180
shoeboxes in 2021 .
The Central Sierra Team total ( including
Amador) was 6,171  shoeboxes in 2021 .
Total International was 11 ,391 ,302
shoeboxes in 2021 .



Fall Family Fellowship Flower Farm Picnic
Please join us after church on Sunday October 2nd at the Flower Farm in
the Shenandoah Valley.  Bring a picnic, shop for your pumpkins and tour

the grounds.  There is a corn maze for the whole family!

Children's Ministry Presents:

continued on next page



The Lord is my rock, my fortress and
my deliverer; my God is my rock, in

whom I take refuge, my shield and the
horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

Psalm 18:2



"Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of

things not seen."
Hebrews 11:1

CONNECTION

1—MARK JOHNSON
2—PATRICIA PARKYN
4—ELKE P IETERSE
5—JOEL ALLEN
6—STEVE HAUSER
9—MARTY HOOPER
11—HANNAH KRIESHOK
13—DAN CONLEY
14—KATHLEEN FUENTE
15—SUE BRADY
16—JO STROMBERG
21—SHEELA HOOPER
23—DANA KRIESHOK
26—MIKE GARRISON

A small  choir  from Grace was
asked to perform on Sept 22  at
the Memorial  Centennial  for the
Argonaut Mining Disaster.  We
stil l  have a few more spots open
if  you would l ike to participate.  

Our Christmas Choir  wil l
consist  of  community
members and be a multi-
church event to benefit  the
Amador Interfaith Food Bank
this year.  Grace will  be holding
this Christmas concert.
Rehearsals begin Wednesday,
September 14 @ 6:30PM. 

To participate in either or both of these choirs, please contact Pastor Jonathan

11th-MIKE & JANE SNYDER

Friday, December 16, 2022 | 7pm-9pm


