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CONNECTION
to inform & Inspire
GOD, DO YOU NOT CARE?
Paul wrote about his deep desire
for a troubling issue in his life to
be removed. Her refers to it as a
“thorn in his flesh” (2Cor 12:7).
Paul prayed repeatedly for this

The power of God was always present on
Paul’s behalf. However, in Paul’s weakness
God’s power on Paul’s behalf was realized
in greater ways that could not have been
understood otherwise.

painful hinderance to be removed.

The disciples had a similar experience with

God did not answer according to

Jesus on the Sea of Galilee (cf. Mk 4:35-41).

Paul’s request. Instead, he
revealed to Paul that it would be
a permanent condition that he would have to deal with
the rest of his life.
Does that sound familiar? Have you ever prayed
desperately that God would act on your behalf to
rescue or remove a painful situation only to receive
what felt like silence? In times of such uncertainty and
sorrow, we can doubt God’s presence or his good
intention toward us.

The disciples in the boat were experienced
fisherman. When a storm suddenly came
upon them the boat was in danger of sinking. The
disciples were in a place of profound weakness. In
spite of all their experience, they could do nothing to
rescue themselves. In their desperation, they woke
Jesus (who had been sleeping in the boat!) and said,
“Do you not care if we drown?” At this Jesus stood
and spoke to the wind and waves, “Be calm!” and the
storm suddenly ended.
Jesus possessed this power all along. He was with

Thankfully, Paul gives us some insight in the way God
did respond to Paul’s requests. Instead of removing the
difficult circumstance, God showed himself powerful
on Paul’s behalf by supplying extravagant grace and
favor toward Paul to give him strength to endure. God

them in the boat. Yet the disciples had no idea that
Jesus possessed the kind of power to command the
wind and the waves. They had to experience their
utter helplessness to truly comprehend Jesus’ power.
In this sense, the power of God was made “perfect” in
their weakness.

answered Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness” (2Cor 12:9).

Are you experiencing a “storm” or a painful “thorn” in
your life right now? Do you feel powerless to alter
your experience? You are in just the right position to

Apart from the difficulty, Paul would have not known
such deep vulnerability and weakness. In his
weakness, God’s power was displayed in a greater
way. This grace and power was “perfected” in Paul’s
weakness.
The word “perfect” in this context means to
“accomplish an intended purpose or result.”

experience the grace of God in ways that will surprise
you. You can experience God’s power in ways that
are beyond your imagination. Trust him. He is right
there with you. He is present in the boat of your
experience. Lean into God’s loving arms today. He is
faithful and mighty to act in you and on your behalf.
Your prayers are not unanswered. May grace abound
to you today.

-PASTOR MARK JOHNSON

WHEN DOUBTS FADE

The first significant time I was put in a position

wrong for me and I had to grapple with my lack

to surrender my will for the Lord’s occurred when

of faith. This created a huge contradiction in my

I was in college. It was an unstable time for me. I

heart, and I simply could not take the stage. I

had unsure footing as I navigated my college

wouldn’t.

life. I remember feeling very alone even though I
was in a crowded place. My future looked very
bleak to me. But God had a powerful way of
showing up and proving He was there with me.
He not only showed Himself to me, but to others

Ironically, it was my devotional night to speak
to the choir before our performance. As I did, I
told them of my dilemma and the conviction I
had to be true to myself and to not be a

as well - all at once.

hypocrite. I went on to explain that we were

Like many young people today, I had several

were all hypocrites. This struck home with

doubts about God: who He was, what He was,

everyone. I gave examples from our trip thus

and how to connect with Him. All these doubts

far and how we were shining examples of the

came to a head one night during a college

Christian faith on stage but full of mud and

concert I participated in. The church venue was

muck on the bus to and from every venue. I

full of every age awaiting to hear music that we

explained that if we truly believed the words of

had been rehearsing all year long. Often

our songs that we would be living entirely

churches had to book the choir a year or two in

different lives. Everything would be different. It

advance. The choir would travel together for a

was all too true, I had shined a light on our

month performing an hour and a half concert

duality, and everyone knew it. We were all

once or twice a day, depending on the travel

frauds on stage in service to the Most High.

probably all in the same position and that we

time. It was always a very special time for
everyone. The music we performed had such

Soon, every head went down, and eyes went

beautiful harmonies and powerful lyrics. People

low, and tears formed from the weight of the

always found themselves in a worshipful

shame of being guilty and being fake on stage.

environment and engaged in the Word of God

I ended the devotion apologizing for making

through music.

everyone feel this way and for being so truthful.
We were broken.

We were about halfway through our concert tour
when it came time for us to perform once again.
But this time was different. I felt convicted to not
sing because I had too many doubts about my
faith at the time to continue the tour. I didn’t
want to sing praises to God if I had any doubt
about His existence. I thought it would be
hypocritical if I sang. And, if God was listening, I
didn’t want to lie to Him, to His face, in His
house, to His people. The scenario was all

We had about an hour or two before our concert
would start. The conductor came out to speak
with me. He said he understood my feelings.
However, I would still need to perform; my class
grade depended on it. I smugly told him to do
what he needed to do and fail me.

I don’t remember how it happened, or how long it

God showed all of us that night that He was real,

took, but somehow, I found myself on stage with

that He was present, and that He loved us. He

my friends. As the concert progressed, I stumbled

loves who we are, even in our broken state. He

through the songs in a haze mouthing every

meets us where we are at. Maybe you are in a

word. When it came time for my solo, I stepped

situation where you are being crushed by the

up to the microphone and opened my mouth to

weight of your sin or aren’t sure if God is hearing

sing, but nothing came out. It was awkward to

your prayers, or you feel your faith journey is

say the least. Over a thousand people sat

coming to a halt. You might be wondering,

waiting. The pianist would repeat my cue to sing

“Where do I go from here?” or you might be

6 or 7 times, and still nothing. I was broken,

asking yourself, “Where is He?”. Let me assure

wrecked by my conviction to not be a hypocrite.

you that God does in fact hear your prayers. He

Everything came to an abrupt halt. In tears, I

is in fact, aware of you and your situations. And

wanted nothing more than to sing, and to save

He does love you in such a way that He would

us all from the embarrassment, but I had no

send His angels concerning you to guard you in

voice! Just then, my legs buckled. I fell to my

all your ways (Ps. 91:11). In His presence there is

knees, crushed by the weight of my sins and

refuge and peace. He has the power and the will

shame for singing at the previous venues. – But

to forgive you. Shame no longer has a place to

then, God. I felt one hand on my right shoulder,

hide. Call on Him and wait patiently for an

then another on my back, then another on my

answer. Listen for His gentle voice. He will lead

neck, another on my left shoulder, another on my

you; He will guide you. Keep looking to Him.

back, then another on my head, then covering

Don’t give up. He has plans to prosper and give

my ears. I turned enough to see in my periphery

you hope and a future (Jer. 29:11).

the entire choir with their hands on each other’s
shoulders, stretching down in a pyramid to where
I knelt. It was as if we were all receiving
supernatural encouragement from one another
and from the Source. It washed over us like a
river and pooled at my knees.
When I realized what was happening, I looked
up at the church congregation, and I saw an
entire church weeping at the sight. This proved
to be one of the most powerful moments I have
ever experienced. Words can’t explain the
breadth of what God communicated to us that
night: His power to move people and change
our hearts, His presence and involvement in our
lives, and His care and love for all who are
broken. To this day, people still remember the
experience 20+ years later.

-PASTOR JONATHAN CASAS

I’M OUTTA HERE

A sudden death, a negative medical

I like what one writer said – “Often, it is pride,

diagnosis, families splitting up, etc.

greed, or covetousness that is feeding our

Surprised, amazed, confused, disbelief,

discouragement. A sense of entitlement can

really? Isn’t that sometimes our response

worm its way into our hearts and highlight

when we hear bad news?

the discrepancy between what we have and
what we believe we are owed. When we

How about you? You’ve heard that phrase

recognize that attitude as sin, we can

“When the going gets tough the tough get

repent, humble ourselves, and let the Holy

going” but where do they go?

Spirit readjust our expectations. When we

How about church, organization, change?

use discouragement as a reminder that our

OR, when things happen in the church
that disrupt our comfort zone?
Before any of us throw in the towel, take a
look at Galatians 6:9 – “And let us not grow
weary of doing good, for in due season we
will reap, if we do not give up.” At the first
little notion of something we don’t like, what
is our response? Do we get angry, selfrighteous? We might even tell ourselves
“something has to be done immediately”.
Or do we step back and talk to God about
it?
How about what Jesus says; Joshua 1:9
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Discouragement is the culprit for many of
us. Notice the word ‘dismayed’. God
commands (not just suggests) to not be
dismayed. OK, I know, easier said than
done. Discouragement can be a yellow flag
indicating that maybe we’ve lost focus of
the big picture. It’s often the little things
that can trip us up.

priorities have become skewed, the feeling
of discouragement can become a refining
tool to make us more like Jesus”.
Psalm 42:5-6:
“Why, my soul, are you downcast?
Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.
My soul is downcast within me;
therefore I will remember you”

In Hebrews 13:5 He tells us that He will never
leave us nor forsake us so let’s put the
brakes on the negativity that surrounds us
and quietly let us come to Him for direction.
In addition to Him, share with your brothers
or sisters what you’re experiencing.
Instead of kicking the pews and before you
jump ship, seek His wisdom and direction.
Ask yourself, “Is God being glorified”? There
is no better place than to be alone with Him
for guidance and peace.

-Duke Foster
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Children's Ministry

CREATIVE ARTS CAMP 2022
It is hard to believe that Creative Arts Camp 2022 is 2 months behind us! What an
amazing week! We were so tired, but it was a satisfying tired knowing what sweet
memories were made, what inspiration and learning took place, and just having the joy
of getting to know these precious kids!! We ministered to over 280 kids, ages 3 years
old through 8th grade! Each child heard the Gospel as we taught them who they are in
God’s eyes…that they are CHOSEN! And because of the sacrificial giving of this body of
believers, each child there received a high quality, interactive Bible! There is no greater
treasure we could have given them! Please pray that the seeds that were planted that
week would take root in the hearts of these precious kids and their families…

CAC RECAP VIDEO
To see the CAC recap video, please go to graceofamador.org

MISS DEBBIE’S STORIES
Miss Debbie is the author of our Curriculum, both for CAC and for our Children’s Church
classes. The Varsity kids have truly enjoyed hearing Miss Debbie’s stories, so she has
decided to continue to share more of her stories on a regular basis through letters in the
mail! If the Varsity kids are interested in receiving these stories in the mail, they have
signed up with their Camp Guides. You can also respond to this email if you want to
sign up! You may “unsubscribe” at any time, but it will be a fun way to keep connected
and continue to hear more of Miss Debbie’s stories! For even more, come to Sunday
School!

THANK YOU!!
Thank you to all of you who contributed in one way or another, whether financially, with
your talents and time, or praying over the whole week! We would also like to
acknowledge and thank all the other churches represented on our CAC staff that
week…we could not have put on a program of this magnitude without the
contributions of everyone there, some friends from the community in general as well as
friends from SC Naz (who also contributed their VBS funds), The Call, New Life,
Generation Life, and others…it was so special to work together with such joyful,
talented, caring, and giving people! And thank you to our youth and college workers
who showed up early each morning even after a tiring end of the school year! The kids
were truly blessed with all these amazing volunteers, from ages 13 to 91, who joyfully
and freely gave of their time, talent, and treasure!
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you! I have called you by name; you are Mine!”
Isaiah 43:1

Miss Debbie's Stories

Miss Debbie's Stories continued

Graduation season at Stockton Peniel can be

and moved on to college. It has been our

bittersweet. As we reminisce about the kids

privilege to watch her grow and mature. She

who have come to our Center, we remember

graduated this May and will be attending

those who have decided to take a path that

University of California, Santa Barbara, in the

has not led to success. Some have chosen the

fall. (Yes, that’s where Sarah attends. And it is

gang or drug life and are struggling to survive.

the fifth best public university in the US!) We

We know some who have been arrested and

are so happy for what her future holds.

have ended up in jail, prison, or a few, even in
the cemetery. For us, that is the reality of
where we work. Life can be hard for those
growing up in poverty and despair.

Many times, during the high school years,
our kids become so busy that we don’t see
them very often. It is normally just a quick
“hello,” and “how are you doing?” as we pass

But there are some, who at an early age,
choose to be different. This year we had three
of “our” kids graduate from high school! (Our
first ten years in Stockton, we only had one
graduate.) Jose and his siblings started

attending the Center about nine
years ago. He is planning on
attending the local community
college for trade skills. We are very
proud to see what he has
accomplished and are looking
forward to seeing what he chooses
for his future. (Jose is in a
wheelchair because he broke his leg
a few weeks before graduation.)

them in the neighborhood or in a store. This
year we received a special letter from one of
our graduates that we hadn’t seen in a
while.

Dear Bob and Lisa,
GUESS WHAT, I GRADUATED,
and I wanted to thank you
(for) all your years of support
and helping me thrive. All of
your prayers and all the
snacks >:D HAHA. Bob, I want
to thank you for giving me
life lessons on what to do in
life. (And for letting me win
against you in carpet ball so I

Priscila has attended the
Center since she was seven.
In many ways she has
become like a second
daughter to us. We have
been with her through many
challenges, in school
and at home. In fact, we
continued to transport her
to high school even after
Sarah had graduated

can get a free soda.) And
Lisa for taking the time to
teach me what it’s truly like
to be a Leader. And lastly to
Sarah for being a wonderful
friend.
With much love,
Elijah

Watching children change the trajectory of
their lives is why we do what we do. As many
learn to make better decisions and to dream
of their future, we can see permanent
changes. Please pray for our graduates, and
our other kids who are in high school. Pray
they learn to make the choices that will help
them succeed in life. Pray they learn how
God is the One who can guide and direct
and give them the best opportunities for life.
We have amazing news! After years of
praying for more missionaries in Stockton,
God has brought Justin and Ashley Guest,
and their two boys, to serve with us. They
arrived in Stockton on June 12. It has been a
whirlwind for them as they have looked for
housing and transportation and try learning
a new city. They are fitting in great with the
kids and the Center. What a joy to watch
them play with the kids and begin to build
relationships. We are excited to see what will
happen in the future. The opportunities to
impact lives are innumerable. Please pray
with us as they seek what God would have
them do through Peniel. Pray for their boys
as they settle into new schools and with new
friends.
This summer, Bob and I will be traveling to
Washington, Oregon, Nebraska, and Montana
to give updates on how God has been working
in Stockton. Sarah and Priscila have agreed to
keep the Center open for the kids while we are
gone. These girls continue to bless me as they
grow into such amazing young women. The
reason why keeping the Center open is so

We continue to learn how to do ministry
post-COVID as we navigate local surges
and challenges. Although we have not
needed to close again, we have recently
had to implement temperature checks
and mask wearing again. Many of our kids
are coming to the Center sick, and to
protect the staff and other kids, we want
to make sure sick children are keeping
their germs at home not spreading them
in the community. Please pray with us that
our community will change some of their
habits so this pandemic surge can come
under control. Pray for safety for our
children and families.
Thank you so much for your continued
faithfulness in prayer and giving. God has
been moving in amazing ways during this
transitional time. We know it would not
have worked out as well as it has if not for
you, our support team. You are loved and
appreciated.
Your servant in Christ,
Lisa (for the Margaron family)

important is that our kids need to have a safe
haven while the schools are closed for
summer. We also provide a light lunch for our
kids who are hungry. Please pray for Sarah
and Priscila as they lead the kids through the
six weeks we are gone. Pray they and the kids
will be safe.

TIME TO GET READY!
Operation Christmas Child
collection starts October 23 2022!

CONNECTION

1—Richard Kidman Jr.
2—Matt Parkyn
12—Tim Walters
13—Lindy Kidman
14—Georgia Fox
16—Gideon Perry
18—Hanni Johnson
23—Terry Throssel
26—Jeff Cranfill
26—Cierra Pera
27—Noah Throssel
27—Christian Tucker

3—Jerry & Elene Cook
5—Mike & Jo Stromberg
12—Ken & Holly Gommeringer
23—Randy & Kathy Hall
27—Jeff & Jenny Cranfill
28—Richard & Janice Cavaliere

GET IN THE KNOW:
PRIME TIMER'S LUNCHEON

8/13
EVENINGS IN THE PARK

8/14 & 9/4
LADIES RETREAT

9/16-9/18
MEN'S RETREAT

9/23 & 9/24

