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Longing for Eden
PASTOR MARK JOHNSON
Recently, Martha and I enjoyed a week away
with our two grown daughters, Morgan and
Makenzie. We planned this trip months in
advance and anticipated it with great
excitement. The first three days were amazing:
visiting fun places, eating tasty food, and
enjoying long, uninterrupted conversation. On
the morning of day four, a strange thought
crept into my mind: “It’s almost over.” We had
four full days still ahead! Yet…my heart was
already anticipating the
sadness of our week coming
to an end.
Have you ever experienced
this? The reality is that all
the best pleasures in this
life are by nature, fleeting.
As hard as we would wish
that we could bottle up the
beauty of a particular
experience, it cannot satisfy
in the long term. They are only temporary
gifts that God gives us to enjoy in the moment.
I believe that this longing in my heart is rooted
in my DNA received from our original parents.
Adam and Eve experienced a perpetual
satisfaction while living in Eden. They enjoyed
unbroken communion with God, with one
another and with creation. They lived in a
garden that God created for them to enjoy and
find purpose. After the fall they, and every
QUARTERLY

human after them, lived “East” of Eden –
where thorns and thistles grow and
relationships are broken by fear and death.
This “memory” in my DNA longs for Eden. I
long to have my heart truly satisfied and to be
rid of the sadness of loss and frustration. In
light of this longing Jesus said, “I am the bread
of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger,
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst”
(John 6:35). Jesus came
to offer us the hope of
eternal life; the hope of
a time in the future that
we would no longer live
“East of Eden." For
ultimate and perfect
satisfaction can only be
found in a relationship
with Jesus.
As long as I am on this earth, I will continue to
be reminded of this longing. The glimpses of
satisfaction and pleasure I experience are a
foretaste of Eden restored when I see Jesus
face to face. I, and all who place their faith in
Jesus, will enjoy unbroken communion with
God, with one another and with creation once
again. Enjoy the moments. Enjoy Jesus. It is
God’s good pleasure to long for the day when
we can all be together forever. Come Lord
ECHO
Jesus…come
quickly!

God Is Worth The Effort
Every Sunday we have the awesome privilege
and opportunity to worship our Almighty God
personally and corporately! It is an opportunity
to give Him our applause, our cheers, our
thanks, and our recognition of His day-by-day
involvement in our lives. He helps us, provides
for us, guides us, forgives us, protects us, and
sustains us day after day. He blesses our lives in
a thousand different ways as He touches us with
His mercy, love, and grace.
In every service, we try to honor Him in our
worship. Our ministry teams prepare every
week to make our worship of God a time that is
meaningful and special. Many times, no effort is
spared. Even the smallest detail receives
attention. While this may be so, it is no secret
that ministry can be hard sometimes. It is
possible that in our running, we get tripped up a
bit. We can get complacent, tired, or become
guilty of not wanting to put out our best effort.
There are so many people doing so many things
at Grace, I am sure we run the gamut.
Yet, there is coming a day when all of nature will
join together in a grand crescendo of worship!
Together with nature, we will give our God the
praise, glory and worship that He alone
deserves. In a prophetic word, the old prophet
Isaiah described this worship with these words –
“For you will go out with joy and be led forth
with peace. The mountains and the hills will
break forth into shouts of joy. The trees of the
field will clap their hands….” (Isaiah 55:12)
Life will be made new in that day! Paradise lost
will become paradise regained. Loud cheers and
applause will shatter the silence of nature! The
trees and mountains will give their thunderous
approval with their standing ovations for God!

This will be possible because the curse that keeps
them silent will be lifted and they will be silent no
longer!
In this context of worship, the Psalmist wrote to
us and declared to each of us a proclamation to
worship God with all we have –
“Shout to the Lord all the earth;
Serve the Lord with gladness;
Come before Him with joyful singing;
Know that the Lord Himself is God.”
(Psalm 100:1-3)
So, when I think about this great privilege of
worship, it stands to reason that the knowledge of
how good He is should extend into every effort we
make for His purposes. Whether big or small,
from the mundane to grand, from the easy to the
difficult, God and His purposes are worth every
ounce of effort, and then some! Even in our
brokenness and tiredness, the warrior who’s joy
of the Lord is their strength, moves to continue
on. This doesn’t mean we don’t need a break to
recharge, or to sit out for a season. These too, are
the things that God plans for, and His purposes
are still achieved in His own timing.
There have been many times we have witnessed
our congregation work for His purposes while
struggling with personal issues, brokenness,
tiredness, and insecurity. Do you ever wonder
why people exert themselves so much at this
church? I believe it is because God is faithful. He
sees our effort and He does not and will not,
waste it. For every effort made in His name, He
can multiply.
Keep up the good work and continue the great
example you set for others.
…and Thank you!

~Pastor Jonathan Casas

YOUR………Your what?
Most of us are familiar with Proverbs 3:5-6.
In fact, these are my favorite bible verses.
Insights by Chuck Swindoll intensify the
significance of these verses.
Read slowly what Solomon wrote: “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean
on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make straight
your path”.
Now, go back and read it out loud. Note the
four verbs that are words of action; Trust,
Lean, Acknowledge and Make Straight.
Swindoll boils it down to ‘My part and God’s
part’.
Think of the word ‘trust’. I visualize the steel
cable, which hikers use to climb to the top of
half dome in Yosemite. We put our entire
trust in that cable to take us to the top. Now
with regard to ‘lean’, I led you astray. The
verse says “do not lean”. Have you leaned
back in a chair too far and boom? Even the
slightest lean on our own understanding
and not His can get us in trouble. Not easy
to avoid SELF. It’s amazing because the very
next words are to acknowledge Him. Ah!
There’s the answer. Look no further. I hear
ya. Easy to recognize that He wants our
undivided attention but doing it, that’s the
challenge. How about the promise “he will
make straight your path”? I think this is
where we kick ourselves. We have His
promise but like a doubting Thomas …...?

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him, and He will make
straight your path”. Talk about up front and
personal! You, your, me, myself, I. The buck
stops with us. With the help of our Holy Spirit,
we can do it!
Isiah 55:8-9 tells us why we often don’t
understand what God is doing: "'For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways,' declares the Lord. 'For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.'" God sees and
knows the whole picture, while we only see a
fragment of it. I like this one commentary “To
trust in the Lord with all our heart means we
can’t place our own right to understand above
His right to direct our lives the way He sees fit.
When we insist on God always making sense to
our finite minds, we are setting ourselves up for
spiritual trouble”.
So, like watching a video, we often hit the pause
button and then continue on later. We all could
hit that pause button more often, instead of
plunging ahead into our self-directed thoughts
and words that get us into trouble.
We could go round and round discussing these
verses but the challenge is before us to really
stop and recognize that the bottom line is Love!
He wants the best for all of us and by really
identifying our mix in the formula, the outcome
will always be in our best interest and His too.
Soooo, as I’ve thought so many times before –
Surrender self and live to His fullest! When we
surrender to Him, we just can’t lose.

~Duke Foster

Women's Ministry and Missions Ladies Spring Tea

Thank you all for such a wonderful day!

Nathan Wiebe

Nathan, Congratulations! You are
an amazing son and we couldn’t be
more proud of all your hard work,
dedication and many
achievements! It’s been exciting to
see you grow and mature into a
man. We pray that you will always
seek God first in your life and trust
in Him. Love Mom & Dad
“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
submit to Him, and he will make
your paths straight.” Prov 3:5,6
Nathan will be attending Point
Loma Nazarene University in San
Diego studying Mechanical
Engineering and hopefully joining
the Marines ROTC program.

Alanna Casas

Alanna was a bit apprehensive about her
move to Amador County during the business
of her Senior year but the warmth, love, and
support she has received put all her fears to
rest.
Alanna is grateful for the experience she has
gained by working with the kids from both
Grace and Community Christian School. She
has had countless opportunities to pour love
over the many little lives in Amador County.
Alanna is an honor student at Calvary
Christian in Hollister, CA. She has also been
named to the President's List at Bob Jones
University.
After volunteering as a Christian camp
counselor this summer, Alanna will pursue her
passion for learning and teaching at Azusa
Pacific University. Her goal is to receive both a
BA and MA in Education, as well as Teaching
Credentials which will allow her to teach
students in elementary school and high school
English.
Though Alanna will be far away, she knows
that Grace Fellowship will always be her home.

Caleb Chadwick

Emma Cranfill

Congratulations, Caleb!
We are so proud of you for
having overcome the difficulties
of a pandemic, virtual learning,
balancing school and work, and
much more. You have proven
yourself to be a young man of
character, hard work,
perseverance, and creativity.
May you always put God first in
your life and seek His guidance
as you step into the next season
of your life and pursue your
dreams. Love, Mom & Dad

Emma Cranfill obtained a 4.17
GPA over the course of
attending Argonaut High
School. She will be attending
California State university:
Sacramento in the Honors
Program with a major in
Chemistry and plans to
become a chemical engineer.

After graduation, Caleb plans to
start a new job, become certified
as a personal trainer, and attend
Folsom Lake College.

P r o m i s e d L a n d
(A Memory of My Dad)
As the day turned to night, I sat holding your hand,
your spirit crossing over into the Promised Land.
My mind took its own journey, back through the years. The jokes, the laughter,
the love, and the tears.
I whispered to you, “Daddy don’t be afraid, you are surrounded by Love, and
Love makes you Brave.”
But even as I whispered these words in your ear, I knew in my heart
Your time was near. I didn’t feel as strong as I told you I’d be. I wanted to shout:
“Daddy, Don’t Leave!”
Stay with me one more day. I’ll hold your hand and together we’ll pray of the
Promised Land.
I’ll sing to you of the Amazing Grace, place my hand on your heart, a kiss, your
face.
But I can’t stop Time, God’s will be done.
So, I will keep a place in my heart, where your Love and your memories will
always live on.
By Eva Mullinax
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Coming
this
Summer

Amador Senior Center
Senior Peer Visitor Program
BE THE HELPING HAND A SENIOR'S HEART LONGS FOR

SENIORS NEED YOUR HELP TODAY!
VOLUNTEERS NEED TO BE:
A good listener that's 55+
Available to receive special training for the
program
A heartfelt concern for those who are lonely or
lost
Time and willingness to be a special visitor

The Senior Visitor Program is
sponsored by the Amador Senior
Center and funded by the Mental
Health Services Act through a
contract with Amador County
Behavioral Health

JUNE
CREATIVE ARTS CAMP

06-10
PRIMETIMERS LUNCH

18
FATHER'S DAY

19
JULY
EVENING IN THE PARK

10
YOUTH SUN SPLASH DAY

TBA

AUGUST
Please contact Rob at
rob@amadorseniorcenter.org or
209-223-0442 Ext.3 Mon-Fri 8:30-4:00

Happy Anniversary
5- Jeff & Cheryl Hanson
10- Keith & Rita Kerr
10- Robert & Patricia Parkyn
15- Steve & Cierra Pera
17- Mark & Martha Johnson
21- Sean & Artina Parkyn
25- Dale & Elizabeth Wiebe
26- Mark & Cindy Criswell

YOUTH GROUP SANTA
CRUZ BEACH BOARDWALK

02
EVENING IN THE PARK

18

Happy Birthday
1- Cathy Giannini
1- Nancy Johnson
4- Debbie King
5- Sally Montagne
6- Carol Heath
7- Marcy Walters
8- Karen Faust
9- Adam Cranfill
9- Stacey Larson
11- Macy Bechard
13- Jerry Brady
15- Jerry Cook

15- Graham Tucker
15- Elizabeth Wiebe
20- Jeff Hanson
22- Cindy Criswell

