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2021 in Review
God bless 2021! After a year of so many unexpected changes
and loss, 2021 presented opportunities that were cause for
celebration (and only some heartache). It is a privilege to be
a part of this church family. We laugh together and cry
together. We share hopes, celebrate mutual victories, and
mourn one another’s loss. Through it all, our lives are
shared with authenticity and grace.
Three important staff additions introduced in 2021 were
particularly meaningful to me as I work with them every
day.
Cierra Pera was hired in February as our Ministry Director.
Cierra and Steve Pera had long been serving our youth on a
voluntary basis. In the summer of 2020, Cierra completed
an internship at Grace under my supervision to fulfill
requirements as a part of her ongoing work to complete her
degree in Biblical Ministries at Biola University. We
immediately saw the value of her contribution in areas of
ministry beyond our youth. In the fall we worked together
to form a proposal and job description and 2021 has looked a
whole lot better as a result!
After several years of searching for a worship leader with
few viable options, a new candidate offered an application:
Jonathan Casas.

In June we unanimously voted to invite Jonathan to join the work
at Grace. Since that time we’ve enjoyed quite an expansion of the
members of our worship teams and even a Christmas choir!
Jonathan is a delight to work with and we look forward to what the
future holds for us all.
In the middle of summer, our beloved Office Manager, Karyn Perry
announced that she and Marcus were moving to Tennessee.
Anticipating such loss is hard and disrupts our sense of stability.
Yet, God is there in that unknown future and walks with us every
step. At this same time, Andrea Hauser expressed interest in being
considered for this soon-to-be-open position. She began training
with Karyn and the hand-off was complete in September. God is so
good. Andrea has been a welcome addition to our evolving team
ever since!
Overall, I feel overwhelmingly grateful for all those who are a part of
our Grace family and particularly those who are contributing to the
building up of the church in love and maturity (Eph 4:10-16). Of all
those who serve, I give special thanks to my bride, Martha. Her life
is a gift to so many. Her love for Jesus and for people inspires me.
Thank you ALL for your investment in one another and in me and
my role as your pastor. I am truly blessed.
Mark Johnson
Lead Pastor

Joy In The Serve
I’d like to start by publicly saying, “Thank you” to the staff and volunteers of Grace Fellowship
Church. There is a large gear at Grace with many cogs in the wheel. I have very much
appreciated learning who these people are and what they contribute to Grace and our
surrounding community.
Although my time here has been short up to this point, I feel as though the worship ministry
has hit the ground running. This blessing was made possible by individual people who came
together and worked hard to make things happen. Thank you for all the rehearsal time and for
all the preparation behind the scenes. There has been stretching, newness, and growth in
ministry all because you were willing and available. I believe God is pleased. Speaking not as a
master, but a fellow student on this topic, I invite the rest of us to explore the newness of
ministry and the blessing of letting God use us to further His kingdom. In the coming months,
opportunities will uncover themselves in various ministries across the board at Grace. Please
prayerfully consider lending your voice, talent/skill, and presence to the ministries of Grace
Fellowship Church. And please continue to pray for Grace and everyone involved in our
ministry.
Throughout Jesus' time on Earth, transitioning people from one state to another was His goal,
whether it be in thoughts, in deeds, in health, or in words. However, more often than not, the
people missed the purpose of His transitions. It is important to see God in every turn and not
to miss Him in the transition. It is vital at all times with any situation, but especially in a time of
change, to know that God is present with you. He is the one great unchanging constant in life,
our great security! Do anything you can to get closer to Him in the new year. Open your Bible,
encourage one another, sing songs and hymns of praise, share the goodness of God with a
friend. Sharpen each other as iron sharpens iron. Extend grace to someone who has hurt you.
Give someone a second chance. Let the Lord, be the conductor of your life and let Him direct
your paths and make them straight.
Romans 15:13 (ESV) - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
~Pastor Jonathan

Dawn

To share these words with you is a blessing, I am comforted by ‘My Grace Family’ for your prayers
and heart-felt words of sorrow for the passing of my beautiful sister. This article is about my sister
DAWN or as I use to call her – Toad, BUT more than that, it’s about our Solid Rock.
A lot of you have experienced death in your families and friends and even those that we don’t know.
As you read through this article, I hope you will think and look beyond the agony of dying and
death.
Here is the clincher – Romans 8/38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Yep! She’s my sister and she was always there and in an incredible mood that always expresses
concern and compassion for me and anyone else that I might be talking to her about.
She has always referred to me as her baby brother. As you can well imagine, that didn’t set too well
when I was in high school. But deep down, I love it. While I’m talking about high school, I can’t tell
ya how proud I was to be her brother because she not only was good look’n, she had a personality
that would draw you to her. I think her being voted miss congeniality in the miss Humboldt contest
many years back, pretty much exemplifies my point. Everybody loved Dawn.
Can you imagine being able to ‘hang’ with her crowd when I was just a freshman? I never felt like a
nerd when I was with her and her friends because she would not allow anyone to put me down or
tell me to get lost. If that ain’t love, what is?
The bible talks about love is gentle, love is kind, etc. WELL, she is all of that and more.
No hidden agendas with my sister. Oh! She might not respond to you right away when you’re
talking about someone or something, but just watch her face and you’ll know you’ve got to go full
circle and not be critical of others or what they’re doing or not doing. It’s pretty much like she is
bringing your thoughts to hers by giving you that look that says ‘have you walked in their sandals’?
I could go on and on about various situations (fun times and bad times) but the bottom line is, she is
incredibly special in my book. I love her to the utmost. I am soooo proud to be her brother and it’s
hard to believe she would be 82 in June. And she doesn’t care if you know that. No overzealous
modesty with her.
Here is just one of the amazing words she spoke from her bed just hours before passing on – She
apologized for having to die at this time of year (Christmas). So, when we heard this we were
flabbergasted and said “you don’t have to say your sorry” AND what do you think she said, Yep “I’m
Sorry”. Unbelievable!
These words from Psalm 139/7-8 are really amazing “I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never
get away from your presence! If I go up to heaven, you are there; If I go down to the grave, you are
there.
We have no promises from God that afflictions will not be in our lives, but He does promise to be
with us through anything and everything we face with His all-powerful, steadfast agape love which
involves faithfulness, commitment, and an act of the will (Read 1Corinthians 13). It’s all there.
What a glorious day it will be as we ALL unite with Him and our loved ones. AMEN
~By Duke Foster

Happy New Year!
The sun is setting on another year, one that wasn’t easy for most people. I love sunsets at my
house. There’s something about a smoke-induced (left) or post-storm (right) sunset that
reminds me that even in the midst of a stormy world of sin and pain, sadness and fear, God
will break through with His warmth and splendor and we see just up ahead another world of
light and glory dispelling those clouds of sin and darkness. We find that in the midst of the
fire and storms His grace is sufficient in our weakness. We may not always be safe, but we
are always secure in Him. We set our minds on the things above and we endure for the joy
set before us! We lift up our heads, gaze beyond those swirling clouds, and see that our
redemption is near! Luke 21:27-28 “Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of
doubt away; Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!” -Henry van Dyke

As we look ahead to 2022, let us look with hope and assurance that God is sovereign and
that He holds the future. With that mindset, the Children’s Ministry Board has begun
planning some exciting events to bring us together, serve our community, nurture the flock,
and glorify God! The following calendar is just a taste of what we have planned…some dates
may need to be adjusted and some events are dependent on the help we receive so please
watch for announcements and more information as the time approaches. But definitely plan
on Creative Arts Camp for June 6-10 and let us know if you are interested in helping…we
have already started recruiting volunteers! As always, please let any of us on the CM Team
know if you have any questions, suggestions, or desire to help with anything.
God bless your New Year!!
~Dana Krieshok

MISSION STATEMENT
Women are a vital part of the Body of Christ and as such, need a strong foundation in the basic doctrine
of faith and a supportive church family. (Galatians 3:26-28, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Romans 12:4-5)
We aim to meet those needs in the following ways:
Offer resources designed to help women grow in the knowledge of, and strengthen our relationships with
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Timothy2:15, Psalm 11, 50, 105,
Romans 12:2)
Minister to Women by providing opportunities for fellowship, the building of
relationships, and bearing one another’s burdens. (Hebrews 10;24-25, Gal. 6:2)
Encourage women of all ages and stages of life to fulfill their unique calling – In God’s strength and with
the spiritual gifts He has blessed each of us with.
(Romans 12:6-8, Esther 4:14)
Nurture the body of Christ by serving women within the body and through sharing Christ’s love in our
community and beyond. (1 Peter 3:15, 2 Corinthians 5:20)

II Peter Study
Tuesdays 10am-12pm with
Debbie King
Beginning on January 18th

Secret Sister
Sign ups begin in January!
Please visit the
Women’s Ministry area in the
lobby for more information and
to sign up if you’d like to
participate

Children's Ministry 2022 Calendar
Outreaches ~ Performances ~ Family Fellowship ~ CM Team Support ~ Kid's Class Activities

February

March

12th- Parent’s Date
Night/Kid’s Movie Night
19th-Teacher Potluck
Dinner

6th-No Talent-Talent Show
-Begin Palm Sunday
Performance Rehearsals
12-20 - Amador School
District Spring Break

May

June

July

3rd- Last day of school
5th- -Promotion Sunday

10th- Evening in the Park
Family Fellowship
Chili Cookoff at Sutter Creek
Park

22nd- 5th-6th grade class
outing

6-10th- Creative Arts
Camp VBS

April

9th- Dress Rehearsal and
Easter Crafts
10th- Palm Sunday
Performance
17th- Easter Activity

August

September

October

14th- Evening in the Park
Family Fellowship Pie Baking
Contest at Sutter Creek Park
10th- First Day Public School

4th-Teacher Commissioning
CM Appreciation Luncheon &
Fall Kick-Off
11th- Evening in the Park
Family Fellowship Ice Cream
Social and Softball

2nd- Fall Family Fellowship
Flower Farm Picnic
8-16th- Amador School
District Fall Break
31st- Fall Festival Outreach

November

December

6th- Start Christmas
Program Rehearsals

10th- Dress Rehearsal,
Christmas Crafts & Movie
Parent’s Time Out for
Christmas Shopping
11th-Christmas Program
25th- No Children’s Church

~Dates subject to change~

OUR VISION
COME GROW SERVE GO

WHICH IS BETTER?
1 OR 2? 3 OR 4?

COME - Worship God in Community
Attend Sunday Morning Worship
GROW - Grow Toward Maturity

I dread that part of the eye doctor exams.
When she flips the lenses, back and forth,
pressure mounting to get it right. Was one
better? or was it two? My eyes lose focus, I
blink and have to start again. After a long
year, my vision has changed or maybe it
hasn't. Either way, it is time for evaluation.
Every January here at Grace, we take the time
to examine our focus, see if we need a new set
of lenses, or perhaps are right on track. We
pause from whatever book or study we are
doing and look afresh at who we are at Grace,
what our mission is, and Whom we serve.
For many years now, our vision for everyone
here looks like this: COME GROW SERVE GO

Grow in faith and community
Be a part of a small group
SERVE - Serve One Another in Humility
Serve on a ministry team
GO - Demonstrate the Love of God in Vitality
Personally involved in missions and sharing
the Gospel
See our city, streets, and neighbors as our
daily mission
As Pastor Mark leads us through the process of
examining our missions here at Grace, I will be
praying for us all- that God will reveal where
we can improve, who may need our help, how
He has blessed us with gifts and talents to
serve the body of believers around us and
praising Him and Him alone for the ability to
serve.
-Cierra Pera

"Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new
creation;
old things have passed
away;
behold, all things
have become new”
2 Cor. 5:17

Taste and see that the
Lord is good; blessed
is the man who takes
refuge in him.
Psalm 34:8

Happy Anniversary

Happy Birthday
3rd- Richard Cavaliere
3rd- Jason King
3rd- Andre Pieterse
4th- Valerie Cavalli
4th- Maverick Pera
4th- Michael Cavalli Sr.
6th- Sam Aronovsky
9th- Chase Tucker
10th- Sandra Husbands
10th- Sean Parkyn
16th- Susan Dudley
17th- David Hartsuyker
20th- Michael Kidman
22nd- Larry Bates
22nd- Kinslee Catto
22nd- Brittany Cranfill
29th- Jenny Cranfill

13- Richard & Lindy Kidman
16th- Wayne & Jodi Woodard
24th- Gilbert & Jackie Gonsolis

A Lad’s Lament
A somewhat serious altercation occurred on the diamond on Base
3.
And here’s the lad’s story, as he told it to me:
Bases loaded, bright sunshine in my eyes,
I planned to steal a run, of course, to their surprise,
When I thought I heard Homeplate call me to Come on Home,
I threw caution to the wind and dashed toward the bag
A big risk chanced, I almost heard the umpire say “Safe,”
I picked myself up and brushed the dirt from my nose,
Headed for the dugout with my eyes locked on my toes.
A teammate on the bench yelled, “Nice try, You Dummy!”
So, Pastor, “Am I a dummy?”
I hardly think so, the Pastor said. Let me ask you a question.
Have you forgiven the teammate for calling you a name?
The boy nodded.
Well, then, the Pastor said, That’s the best way you can live,
So, you couldn’t possibly be a dummy, Because…
Dummies can’t forgive.
By Lois Johnson

